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CONNECTIONS. 




LETTER CXXV. 



n/count de Valmont to the Marcbio* 



nefs de Merteuil. 



A 



is haughty woman is con- 



quered, who dared think (he could 



refift me.— -She is mine 



totally 



mine 



She has nothing left to grant 
fin.ce yefterday. 

My happinefs is fb' great I cannot 
appreciate it, but ami aftohiftied at the 
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unknown 
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unknown charm I feel : — Is it pofli- 

ble virtue can augment a woman's 
value even at the time of her weak- 
nefs ? — Avaunt fuch puerile ideas 
don't we every day meet refittance 
more or lefs feigned. at the firfl con- 
queft ? Yet I never experienced the 
charm I mean \ it is not love — for 
although I have had fits of weaknefs 
with this amazing woman, which 
very much refembled that pufillani- 
mous paffion, I ever fubdued them 
and returned to my firfl: rules — if 
even the lcene of yefterday fhould 

w 

have led me farther than I -intended; 
had I partook for a moment of the in- 
toxication I railed, that tranfitory iilu- 
fion would have been now evaporated, 
yet ftill the fame charm remains — I 
own I fhould be pleafed to indulge 
it, if it did not give me fome uneafi- 
nefs: — At my age muft I then be 
mattered like a fchooUboy by an un- 
known and involuntary fentiment? 

I muft 
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I muft firftoppofe and then exa- 
mine it. ' 

Perhaps I already fee into the 
caufe — the idea pleafes me — I wiih 



be 



of 



played 



t 



t 



of a lover, I never met any who 

not as \ 



perfuade them — I ufed even 



me 



halfway, in contraft to fo many others, 
whofe provoking defence is intended 
as a cloak to their firft advances. 

But here I found an unfavourable 
prepofleffion againft me, afterwards 

confirmed on the report and advice 
of a penetrating woman who hated 
me; a natural, exceffive timidity, for* 
tified with genuine modefty $ a ftrong 
attachment to virtue under the power- 
ful dire&ion of religion, and who had 
already been married two years — an 
unfullied chara&er — the refult of 

B 2 thofc 
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thofc caofe, . wb ict all toncW to fcrcttt 



* 



her froth my fol ideations. 
It is not any way dmilar to my ftr- 

meradvenmrci:— a mere capitulation 

more or lefs advantageous, which is 
eafier to be acquired: thaw to be vain 

of ^ but thmsacompkt^vidtoryi pur- 
chafed cb^'a. hard campaign, and : de- 
cided by- fkilful rfiafneeuvresj therefore 

it is not at a i furprifing, this fuceds, 
fdlety rfly ow n acquifition, flwuld be 
tkapt&w.e; and tbemcreafe of piea- 

fiiro I- experienced in; my triumph, 
which 1 flill fee-1, i* flo more than the 
f<rft : Mrtpreflb« of a4fentim*nt of glory. 
IinduJgethis.tnOugki as it faves me 

the hum&aliott of 'fiaristfufirtg the Idea 
of mf- being de^endeftt ow the very 
navel have brought tmddr fubj«ai©&, 
as . well as the- disagreeable thoughts of 
not having within rftyfelf the pleffj- 
tttde of my hfcppinefc,* ; or that t W 
power of caltfrig! it forth * into energy 
and makin^n*fbily- enjoy- it, ihould 

: ' be 
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I t * ■ 



% 



ex*. 



b* .tewed for" tbh orf that wi 
clufively of ^wry other, r. 
Thole judicious fdb&ions -6alh» 

gukte my conduft on this i 



»»»K«)r- '» 



cccaGoo* and yxHi. may depend, 1 
ftall never fuffcr mjrfelf ^ be ipiap* 
ti rated, but that I may at ipletfine 
bleak dbofe new bands :-*■ Aifoub 



J^tegia-ts talk of a nipumvaad law 





OftOQO 



fj 



* *< 



the power s — prodeei iod yoq-jriH 
fee to what dangers urifdoor cx^ofes 
itfelf endeavouring to ;»flaft folhr— * 



IAudiedmr 



t.*u, 



rfatioo 




I (•»<(! v, 



««♦ 



* I * *p H^H 



fwers. to them with Co much 

I hope to he tble to . give yam both 

vim the utraoft cjta&kude. < :> 

1 

Yq« wifl oWenre by the annexed 
copies of letters, * what kind of me*. 

+ + 

dator I fixed on to gam me admit* 



tertce *fith my fair one* with what 

zeal the holy mala ttcotifcd twnfetf 



* Letters c*x and exxiu 



Bj 



to 



\ 
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to reunite us j i muft tell you alfo, 
I learned from an intercepted letter, 
according to cuftom, the dread the 
humiliation of being left, had a little 

difconcertcd the auftere devotee's pru- 
dence, and fkufkd her head and heart 
with ideas and fentiments which, 
though destitute of common fenfe, 
were neverthelefs interefting — After 
thefe preliminaries neceilary to be re- 
lated, ycfterday, ThurfUay the 28th* 
the day appointed by my ingrate, I 
prefented myfelf as a timid and re- 
pentant flave, to retire a fuccefsful 
conqueror.' 

\ It was fix in the evening when I 
came to the fair reclufe •, for fince her 
return, her gates were fhut againft eve- 
ry one. She endeavoured to rife when 
I was announced } but her trembling 

knees being unable to fupport her, fhe 
was obliged to fit down immediately. 
The fervant who had fhowed me in, 
having ibmcthing to do in the apart- 

men*,. 
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ment, ihe fcemed impatient. This 
interval was taken up with the ufual 

■ 1 

compliments. Not to lofe a ma- 
ment of (o precious an opportunity, 
I examined the room carefully, and 
fixed my eye on the intended fpot for 
my viftory. I could "have chofe a 

more commodious one ; for there was 

r 

a fopha in the room : but I obferved 
dire&ly oppofite to it a pifture of the 
hufband $ and Town I was afraid with 
fo ftrange a woman, a fingle glance, 
which accidentally fhe might caft on 
that fide, would in an inftant have 
deftroyed a work of fo much care. 

4 

At iaft we were alone, and I entered 
on the bulinefs. 

After relating in few words, I fup- 
pofed Father Ahfelm us had informed 
her the motive of my vifit, I lament- 
ed the rigorous treatment I received, 
and dwelt particularly on the contempt 
that had been fhewn. Shemade an 
ipology, as I expected, and you alio* 

6 4 but 



» 
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but I grounded the proof on the diffi- 
dence and dread 1 had infufed} on 



of 



flight in confequ 




or even receive them, JS 
fce was beginning a 

which would have beea 

thought proper to interrupt her - f and 

viour, I jmr^ecjjajely thjcew in * .flat- 
, " If foch charms," |jid j, 
hfve ma^e fo deep an ^ejfyp 
on my heart, fo many ymuss haye 

r - X. t ^ " *■ 1 i ■ ■ 

m?d£ If £r ea - 1 a one on my raijtf. 




Reduced by the ^efire pf imitating 



t< 



^.hadthey^nitytpthinlc 



•' felf worthy of them. I dp not je- 




" j>roa.ch you for jinking p&erwife ; 
" but I punifji myfelf for my error." 
As 3^e preferyed a fileat perplexity I 
went on. " I wi(h, Madam, to b,e 
•* juftified in your fight, or obtain 
" your pardon fo; all the wrongs you 
«' fuppofe roe to hive been guilty of j 

« that 



* 
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tl that I may, at leaft, terminate itt 
" tranquillity a life which is no Jori- 
(( ger fupportabk fince you wfufc to 

« embelKfli it. •' 
To this, however, ihe endeavoured 



to reply, " My duty would not per- 

" mit me." .^- The -difficulty to finifh 
the fib which duty required, did fidt 
allow her to end the fenteoce. Ire- 
plied- in tfee mofl: tender ftrain, "Is * 
" it mie> then, k was me you fled 

f from £*& this: retreat was neqgjprp 
<( — land fhat you ihould. put me 
? firoib you ? .-*• it mtuVbe fo -~ an$ 
w for ewer -- 1 fhould -*-" It is tin- 
Deceffary to tell you, during this fliort 
dialogue, the tender prude's voice was* 
oppreued, md fhe did not raife her 

eyes* ^ 

I thought it was time to animate 

this Jaoguifhmg fcerwj andrifingi* 

4 pet, —<* Your refeluiion, Madam.'* 



t 



ft"4 I> ■ .*? hat given, me back mine, 
* r We wffl part -a and put for ever ; 

B 5 ? yo« 
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" you wall have leifure to congratu- 
** late yourfelf on your work." Sur- 
prifed with this reproaching tone, toe 
fhould have replied — " The refolu- 



<c 



have taken," &id 
e effeft of defoair. 



* 

plied with pafllon. 4< Ii is your plea- 
" fure I Ihould be miferable — you 
<c ihall have the full extent of your 
u wife. I wife you to be happy.** 
Here the voice began to announce a 
ftrflig emotion : then falling at her 



the 



claimed 



happinefs 



<c 



do not partake ? How then fliall 
u I find it, when abfent from you ? 
u Oh, never, never !" — I own, in 
abandoning myfelf thus, I depended 
much on the afliftance of tears ; bur, 
whether for want of difpofition, or, 
perhaps, only the continual, painful 
attention my mind was engaged in, I 

could not weep. Fortunately I Tecol- 

2 le&edj 






CO N 'tfE C T I tf S. n 

fafted, all means are equally good to 
fubdue a woman; and it would be 
fufficient to aftonifli her by a grand 



moveirient 



vourable itf preffion. I therefore made 

m 

"terror fupply the place of abfent fenfi- 
ttilityj changing only my tone, but 
ftill preferving my poffqre, I conti- 
nued, €t Yes> at your feet I fwear I 

u will die or poflefs you." As I pro* 

* * t 

nouriced thofe- laffi words our eyes 
rtYet. I don't know what the timid- 

- ■ f 

Voman (aw, or thought fhe faw, in 

•mine; but fhe rofe with a terrified 
countenance, and efcaped from my 

arms^, which furrounded her waift : it 
it is true, I did not attempt to hold 
her ; for I have often obfervecf, tfyof? 
fcertes of Uefpair became ridiculous 
when puttied with too much vivacity f 
or lengthened out, and left no refource 
but what was really tragic, of which 
1 had not the 1'eaft idea. Whilft (he 
fled from me, I added in a iow - dif- 

I 

B 6 aflrous 



A 



* 



i" '* 
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aftrous tope, but fo that fhe might 



look 



, « Well then, death." 

rofe filently, and caftiqg 



in 



deport: 



her quick refpiration, ^ejr 



tracked mufcles, her trembling, balf- 
raifed arms-, every thing gave m.e 
fufficienr, eyi4ence, the effeft y^as fucfy 
as 1 wifted.f9 produce: but a^ }n. Jpye 
nothing can be brought to iflue at a 



diffance, and we were pretty fjar afun- 
der, it was necefiary to draw nearer. 

m 

To attain which, I affupied, as foon 
as poffible, an apparent tranquillity, 

proper to calm the effefts of this yio T 
lent agitation, without weakening the 
imprefljion. My (ranfujon was: 
w I ana very miferable. I oiily with- 



-«< 



a com 



; fpr your happinefc, and 
flur{>ed it :" ~ jh ( eri with 



- - ■ . ■. 

give me, Madam ; little ufeo} 

the rage of paffions, \ do not 
i " know 




" $now hpw to mpprefs th?jr vio- 

M lence. |f I am wrong in giving 

«! way & ^e«V I beg you *#J re- 
« member it fliaji be thy? }aft time. 
(< Compofe ypurfelf ; I en;re#f yoa 
f« comppfe yourfelf." During this 
long difcourfe, I drew near infeni&lyi 
" If you wifli 1 fhould be cjkfr" re* 



plied the terrifiejd fair, « d<> toi* |fc 



« becalm.^ « | w'&tfm I pro* 

«< miff, you" faid.l} and* in g weaker 

tpne^ «. U the effprt is greai» it Wght 

? c not at lea(t tp be long; but f came 

" tq return y our letters. I requeft you 
?« will , take them. THif aiding ft f 
« prince is tjie only one remaining 

V, let me hay? nothing to weaken mj 
«? refblutipn." Then towing fi 
my pocket the prec^us colle^ion-*, 
«c Here is th* deceitful deppfit of 
V yqur friendmip : it made thilJife 
.«« fuppprtable ; tal#, it back, -me* 
" give the ftgnal that is to feparate 



fpr ever." Here tfce timid 



ver 



*4 KAHGEKOH '? 

vergave way to her tender grief 
** But, M. de VaFmont, what is the 

w matter ? What do you mean ? Is 

h * 

M hot your proceeding to-day your 
M Own voluntary aft ? Is it not the 

* refultof your own refle&ibns ? And 
** is it not they have approved this 
£t neceflfcry ftep, in compliance with 

my duty ? n I repliec^ ,v Well, this 
ftep decides mine."' — u And what 

* is that >" — " The only one that 
can put ar* end to my fufFeringff, 
by parting me from you." — w But 

u anfwer me what is it." — Thco 



H 



w 



«c 



« 



v 



preffing her in my arms without any 

oppofition, and obferving from the 
negleft of decency, how ftrong and 
powerful her emotions were, I ex* 
claimed, " Adorable woman! you 
** can't conceive the love you infpire. 
* 4 You will never know how much 
" you was adored, and' how much 
<f dearer this paffion was than my ex* 

4 

" iftence. May all your days be for- 



IC 



tun ate 
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cc tun ate and peaceful ! May they be 
" decorated with that happinefs you 
** have deprived me of ! At leaft, repay 
" this fincere wifh with onefigh,- one 
" tear ; and be aflured^ the laft facri- 
" fice I make will not be the moft 
H painful to my heart. Adieu !" 

Whilft I fpoke, I felt her heart 
throb violently ; her countenance al- 
tered ; her tears- ahnoft fuffocated her; 
Then I refolved to feign retreat r but 
fhe held me ftrongly. — w No, hear 
" what I have to fay," faid fce x ea- 
gerly. I anfwered, " Let me go.* 
" Yo\! ftiall hear inei"-*" I tttuft fly 

" from you; I muft.V tt No," Ihe 
exclaimed ; then funk, or rather 
fwooned in my arms. I was dill 
doubtful of fo happy an iffue, feemed 
much terrified, and ftill led, or ra- 
ther carried her to the place I had 
marked out for the field of glory. 

She did not recover herfelf until fhe 

was 
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■a 

was fubmittcd, and give? up to her 
|iappy conqueror. 

So Uu wy lovely friend, you will 
perceive a methodical neacnefs, yhjch 
I am tyre will give you plpafure. You 
Will alib ot>ferve, 1 did not fwerve in 



V * 



the leaft from the true principles of 
this war, which we have often re~ 



0}£fke4 bore fo near a refcmblance to 



* 



the other. Jj>»nk me, then, with tha 
Turenjiei Qr t Jic F redericks. I forced 

the enemy to fight who was tempori 
fipg. By iiilful manoeuvres, gained 

the advantage of tjje ground and d& 
poTHipns | contrived to lull the ene* 
my into feeuriiy, to come up with him 
qiore ea% in hi* retreat j ffruck bia> 
With terror! before, we engaged,' I left 

Spring to chance ; only a great ad* 

vaHtage, in cafe of foccefs ; pi a ecr? 
t&inty of reiources, in eafe of a defeat, 

finally, the a&ioa did not begia till 

% had Mfed a rtfreajt, ty W&cb I 
8)ight cover and prefer ve all my for- 
mer 
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mer conquefts. What more could be 
done r But I begin to fear I have ener- 
vated myfelf, as Hannibal did with 
the delights of Capua. 

I expefted fo great an event wr Id 
not pafs over without the cuftc-^r/ 
tears and grief. Firft I obierved fome- 
what more of confufion and recollec- 
tion than isufual, which I attributed 
to her (late of prudery. Without pay- 
ing much attention to thofe flight dif- 
ferences, which I imagined merely -lo- 
cal, I followed the beaten load of 
confolation ; fully perfuaded, as com- 
monly happens, the fenfations would 
fly to the affiftance of fentiment, that 

one aft would prevail more than all 
my fpeeches, which I did not, how- 
ever, negleft : but I met with a re- 
finance really tremendous : lefs far 
its excefs, than the form under which 
it appeared. Only think of a woman 
fitting ftiff and motionlels, with un- 
alterable features ; fceming diverted 

of 
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of the faculties of thinking, hearing, 
or underftanding, from whofe eyes 
tears flowed without effort. Such 
was M. de Tourvel during my con* 
verfation. If I endeavoured to recal 
her attention* by a carefs, or even the 
i&oft innocent gefture, terror imme- 

■ 

diately followed this apparent apathy, 

accompanied with fuffocation, convuN 
fions, fobs, and Ihrieks by intervals, 

but wlthouta word articulated. Thofe 
fits returned feveral times, and always 

ftronger } the laft was even fo violent, 
I was much frightened, and thought I 
had gained a fruitlefs vidtory. I re- 
turned to the ufual common-place 
phrafes — ct What do you then re- 
u gret you have made me the hap- 
44 pieft man on* earth ?" At thofe 
words this adorable woman turned to 
me; her countenance, although (till 
a Jittle wild* had yet recovered its 
eeleftial expreflion. t: The happieft ? H 
&id fhe. — You- may guefc my reply. 

« Youi 
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*- You are happy, then ? M — I renew- 
ed my proteftations. " Have I made 
" you happy ?" — I- added praifes, 
and every thing tender. Whilft I was 
fpeaking, all her members were All- 
ied ; fhe fell back foftly in her chair, 
giving up a hand I ventured to take. 
" This idea relieves and confoles mc, M 
faid ftie. 

You well believe, bring thus 

brought back iiv the right road-, I 
quitted it no more ; it certainly was 
the belt, and, perhaps, the only one. 
When I made a fecond attempt, I met 
fome re fid a nee * what had happened 
before made me more circumfpeft : 
but having called* on my idea of hap- 
pineft for affiftance, I foon expe- 
rienced its favourable influence. c< You 
" are right," replied the tender crea- 
ture, <c I can fupjport my exiftence na 
" longer than it contributes to your 
14 happinefs, I devote myfelf entfre* 
" ly to you. From this moment! 

" give 



I 
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V give myfdf up to you. You .fall 
" ** more experience regret or refu- 
sal from me." Thus with artleft 
or fubhme candor did fa deliver 
** her perfon and charms, cncicriqg 

my happinefs by faring it. The in. 

toxicarjor, was complete and recipro- 
cal : for the firft jjme mine furvived 
the pl ea f ur e. I quitted h(y . ^ 

fffr.tottow myfclf at h«r feet, and 
fwear eternal love. To own the 

*Wb, I fpqke as I fought. Even 

after we parted, I could m fake off 
*fc idea , and J found it neceffary to 
flwlw extraordinary efforts to divert 
my attention froni he/ f 

I wifli you were flow. here, to coifc- 
terpoife the charm of the aclioo by 
the reward. : but I hope I toafl not 
lofe by waiting * / or I lpofc D0 rhe 

Mppy arrangement I pi ^ 

Iftft letter as a £gk4 point 

w. You fee I difpatch Mmefs as i 

promifed: my a&irs will be fo 

for- 
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forward, I fhall be able to give you 
fome part of my time. Quickly get 
rid, then, of the ftupid Belleroche, 
and leave the whining Danceny to be 
engrofled folely by me, How is your 
time taken up in the country? You 
don't even anfwer my letters. Do 
you know, I have a great mind to 
fcold you ? Only profperity is a£t tfr 
make us indulgent. Belkfe^ I can't 
forget ranging myfelf again under 

your banner. I n)uft fubmit to your 

little whim. Remember, however, 
the new lover wi|l not furrender any 
of the ancient rights of the friend. 

Adieu, as formerly ! — Adieu, my 
angel ! I fend you the fofteft kifles of 

love. 

P. S. Poor Prevan, at the end of 

his month's imprifonhieftt, was obliged 
to' quit his cotpi ; it is public all oyer 

■* i 

Upoh my word he is cruelly 
treated, and your fuctefs is complete. 
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LETTER CXXVI. 



Madame de Rosemond to the Prefi- 

dente de Tourvel. 



x 




WOULD have anfvvered your fet- 
ter fooner, my dear child, if the fa- 
tigue of my Jaft had not brought on 
a return of my diforder, which has 
deprived me ever fince of the ufe of 

my arm. I was very anxious to thank 

you for the good news you gave me 

of my nephew, and not lefs to con- 
gratulate you fincercly on your own 
account. Here the interpofuion of 
Providence is vifible, that touching 
the heart of the one has alio faved 

m 

the other. Yes, my lovely dear] the 
Almighty, who fent you this trial, 
has afiifted you in the moment your 
ftrength was exhaufted j and notwith- 

ftanding 
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Handing your little murmuring*, I 
think you have great .reafon to return 
him your unfeigned thanks : not but 
I believe you would have been very 

glad to have been the firft in this re- 
folution, and that Valmont's fliould 
have been tftfe confequence of it; I 
even think, humanly fpeaking, the 
dignity of our fex would have been 
better preferved, and we are not fond 
of giving up any of our rights. But 
what are thefe confiderations to thofe 
more important objefts ! We feldom 
hear a perfon faved from Ihipwreck 
complain, the means were not in his 
option. 

You will foon experience, my dear 
child, the affliftions you dreaded fp 
much will grow lighter of themfelves, 
and even were they to laft for ever in 
their full force, you will be fenfible 
they are eafier to bear than the re- 
morfe of guilt or felf-contempt. It 
would have been ufelefs to talk to 

L ■ 

you 



«t 
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y6u before with this apparent feveri* 

+ 

ty : love is an independent paflion, 
that prudence may make us avoid, 
but cannot conquer, which when 
once it has taken rooty muft die its 

» * 

own natural death, or of abfolute de- 
fpaif. This laft biemg your cafe, gives 
me the refolution and the right to tell 
you freely my fentiments. It is cruel 
to frighten a fick perfon that is de- 
fpaired of, to whom palliatives only 
and confolations fhould be adminif- 

te'red: but it is the part of wifdom to 
remind thofe on th£ recovery, of the 
dangers they elcaped, to afiift them 
with neceflary prudence and fubmif- 



fion to the' advice they ftand in need 
or. As you have chole me for your 
phyficiari, in that charafttf I addrefs 
you, and tell you, the little 'ihcoiiye* 



i » 



niencies you feel at pftfent, which 
may require, perhaps, fome remedies, 
ire nothing in comparison* of the" 



* J v t ; 



dreadful diforder' whofe cure" is now 

certain. 
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certain. Then, as your friend, as the 
friend of a virtuous and reafonable 

woman, give me'lccve to add, this 
paflion you have fubdued, fo unhap- 
py in itfelf, became infinitely more 
fo in its objed. If I am to balieve 
what I am told, my nephew, wha 
I muft own 1 love even to a degree 
of weaknefs, unites many laudable 
qualities to a great many attractions* 
is very dangerous to the women, 
blameable in his behaviour towards 
them, and piques himfelf as much on 
expofing as feducing them. I really 
believe you would have converted 
him. Sure never W3S any one fo 
worthy ; however, fo many others 
-flattered themfelves in the fame man- 
ner, whofe hopes were fruftrated, that 
I am overjoyed to find you are not re- 
duced to that refource. 

Rtfleft now, my dear woman, that 
inftead of fo many dangers as you 
would have had to go through, you 

Vol, IV. C will 
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will have, befides the teftimony of a 
good conference and your own pexe, 
jhe fatisfa&ion -of being the caufe of 
Val mom's reformation. I own, I 
think it in a great meafure owing to 
your refolute defence, and that a mo*- 
gent's weaknefs on your part would 
have left my nephew in lafting disor- 
ders. I love to indulge this way of 
thinking, and wife you to do the 
fame; you will find it confoling ; it 
will be an additional reafon for me to 
love you the more. 

I faall exped you in a few da}'s, 
my dear child, as you promifed. You 
will once more find ferenity and hap- 
pinefs where you loft them. Come 
and rejoice with your tender mother, 
that you have fo happily kept your 
word to do nothing unworthy yourftif 

or her. 
Caftle of 



LET- 



-» 
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LETTER CXXVIL 



<£ht Marcbionefs de Merteuil t§ 
the Ft/count de V^lmont. 



1 T was not for want of time, that 
I did not anfwer your letter of the 1 9th, * 

Vifcount, but plainly becaufe it put 
me out of temper, and did norcontain 
a fingle fyllable of common fenfe. I 
thought it then the beft way to leave 
it in oblivion — but fince you feem 
fond of this produ&ion, and the fu- 
blime ideas it contains, that you con- 
ftrue my filence into confent, it is 
neceffary you Ihould have my opinion 
explicitly. 

I may have heretofore formed the 
defignof fingly performing the func- 
tions of a whole feraglio ; but it never 

C 2 entered 
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^ 

entered my liead to become only a part 
of one ; this I thoughtyou knew, now, 
that you cannot plead ignorance, you 
may readily conceive how ridiculous 
your propofition muft appear to mc. 
Should I fa.crificean inclination, and a 
new one, for you ? And in what man- 
ner, pray? Why, waiting for my turn, 
like afubmiflive Have, thefublime fa* 
vours of your kighnefs. When, for 
example, you was inclined to relax for 
a moment from that unknown charm 

that the adorable, the cekfiial M. de 
Tourvel only had made you feel ; 
or when you dread to rifle with the 
engaging Cecilia, the fuperior idea you 
wiftied her to preferve for you; 
then condefcending to ftoop to me, 
you will feek pleafures lefs violent, 
but of not much confequence, and 
yourineftimable bounty, though fcarce, 
muft fill the meafure of my felicity. 
Certainly you ftand high in your own 
opinion ; and my raodefty nor my 

glafs 
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glafs have yet prevailed on me to 
think I am funk (o low. This may 

be owing to my wrong way of think- 
ing; but I beg you will be perfuaded 
I have mote imaginations of the fame 

kind. 

One efpecially, which is, that Dan- 
ccn\\ the Jchcol-boy, tbewbiner, totally 
taken up with me, facrificing, without 
making a merit of it, his fcft love,* 

even before it was enjoyed, and loving 

me to that excefs that is ufual with: 
thofe at his age, may contribute more 
to my happinefs and ple-sfure than 
you — I will even take the liberty to 
add, that if 1 had the inclination to give 
him a partner, it fhould not be you, 
at leaft now. 

Perhaps you'll afk me why ? Pro* 
bably I fhould be at a lofs for a rea- 

fon; for the fame whim that would 
give you the preference, might alfo 
exclude you. However, politenefs re* 
quires 1 fhould informy ou of my mo- 

C 3 tive 
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tive — I think you mull make too 
many facrifices; and inftcad of being 
grateful, as you certainly would ex- 
pert, I fhould be inclined to think 
you ftill owed me more — You muft 
therefore be fenfible, our manner of 

r 

thinking being fo oppofite, we can 
by no means unite: I fear it will be 
feme time, nay a great while, before 
I change my opinion. 

When that happens, I promife to 
give you notice : — Until then, let 
me advife you to take fome other mea- 
sures, and keep your ki fifes for thofe 
to whom they will be more agree- 
able. 

You fay adieu, as formerly ! but 
/ormerly, if I remember, you fet a 

greater value on me than to appoint 

me entirely to the third characters; 

and was content to wait until ,1 

anfwered in the affirmative, before you 

was certain of my confent : don't be 

angry 
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angry then, if inftead of faying adieu, 
as formerly, I fay adieu, as at prefent. 



Your fervant, Vifcount. 



The caftle of 
08. 31, 17 



I/E T T E R CXXVIII. 



The Prefidente </*Tourvel to Ma 

dam de Rosemonde* 



1 DID not receive, until yefterday, 
Madam, your dilatory anfwer — it 
would inftantly have put an end to 
my exiftence if I had any left j but 



M 



do 



from you ; if you no longer think me 
worthy your friendOYip,, L dread the 

C 4 lofs 
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lofs of it lefs than to impoftr on you ; 
to tell you all in all* 1 was placed by 
M. de Valmonr, Between his death 
and happinefs ~ I chofe the latter 
I neither boaft nor accufc mvfelf ; I 
relate the faft plainly as it is. 

You will readily perceive, after this, 
what kind of impreflion your letter, 
and the truths ic contains, muft have 
made on me. Do not, however, ima- 
gine, it could give birth to any repi- 
ning, or ever make me alter my fen- 

timents or conduit; not that I am 

exempt from ibn\e torturing moments i 
but when my heart is rent, and I 
dread not being wiy longer able to 
bear my torments, I fay to .myfelf, 
Valmont is happy; and at this idea 

my miferies vaniih} all is converted 
into joy. 
It is to your nephew, then, I have 

m 

devoted myfelf; it is for his fake I 
am undone ; he is now the center of 
my thoughts, fentiments, and a&iofis. 

Wbilft 
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ft* 



Whilft my life can contribute to his- 
happinefs, I fhall cherifti it; I fliall 

think it fortunate; if he Ihould here- 

after think otherwife, he fhall never 

hear from me either complaint or re* 

proach. I have already ventured to 

fix my eyes on this fatal period, and 

my refolution is taken. 

You will now perceive how little I 

am affe&ed with the dread you feem 



M 



i\ 



one day or other defame me — Before 
that happens, he muft lofe the affec- 
tion he has for me ; that once loft r of 
what fignification will vain reproaches 
be which I (hall never hear I He alone* 



.rf 



and 



and 



will be obliged to acknowledge I lQved 
him, I fhall be juftified fufficicntly. 
Now, Madam, you read my hcan 
I preferred the misfortune of being 
deprived of your efteem by my can- 

C 5 dour, 



* 
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dour, to that of making myfelf un- 
worthy of it by the bafenefs of a lie. 
I thought I owed this entire confi* 
dence to your former goodnefs ; the 
addition of a word would, perhaps, 



give room to fufpeft I fhoyld be vain 
enough yet to depend on it ; far from 
it : I will do myfelf juftice, by giving 
up all pretenfions to it. 

I am with great refpeft, Madam, 
your moft humble and mod obedient 

fervant. 



Paris $ Nov. i, 17 



LET 
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LETTER CXXIX. 



.* 



x -* 

Vifcomt de Valmont to the Marchionefs 

de Msrteuil. ' 



HENCE arifcs> my charming 



W 

friend, this- (train of acrimony and ri- 
dicule which runs through your laft 
letter ? What crime have I uninten- 
tionally committed which puts you fo 
much out of temper ? You reproach, 
me with prefuming on your confent 
before I had obtained it— -I imagined, 
however, n^hat might appear like pre* 
iumptioa m any one elfe> would, be* 
tween you artd-me, be only the effeft 
of confidence. I would be glad to 
know how long has this fentiment 
been detrimental tofriendfhip or love h 
Uniting hope with defire, I only com- 

C 6 plied,; 
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plied with that natural impulfe, which 
makes us wifh to draw as near as pof- 
fible to the happinefs we are in pur- 
fuit of — and you have miftakeri that 
for vanity, which is nothing more 
than ardour* I know very well, io 
fuch cafes, cuftom has introduced a 
refpe&ful apprehenfion -, but you alfo 
know, it is only a kind of form, a 
mere precedent ; and 1 imagined my* 
felf authorifed to believe thofe trifling 
niceties no longer neceffary between 



us. 



I even think this free and open me- 
thod much preferable to infipid flat- 
tery, which fo often love naufeates^ 
when it is grounded on an old coo- 
peftioiR Moreover, perhaps the pre- 
ference 1 give this method proceeds 
from the happinefs it recals to my 
memory — this gives me more unea- 
flnefs that you fhould take it in ano- 
ther light. However, this is the 
only thing that 1 am culpable in 

for 
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for I cannot believe you can ferioufly 
imagine, that the woman exifts who 



and 



eftknate 



feign to believe. You fay, you 



confuked 



yourfelf 



funkfe low — I believe it; and tl 
only proves your glafs to be true 
but ftiould you not rather from thence 
concluded that certainly that was not 

my opinion. 

In vain I fcek the caufe of this 
ftrange idea — however, I fufpeft it 
is more or lefs dependent on the 
praifes I laviihed on other women 
at leaf!:, this 1 infer, from the affco 
tation of quoting the epithets, adors~ 
lit, celefiialj attaching, which I ufe<J, 
fpeaking of Madam de Tourvel, and 

■ 

the little Volanges : but you are not 
to be told, thofe words, which are 
oftner the effect of chance than re* 
fleftion, expfefs more the foliation 

on« 



one happens to be in at the time^ 
than the yalue one fets upon the per* 
fon. If at : the time I was afieded 
with the one or ths other» 1 never* 
thelef* lapturoufty wiftied for you: 
If I gave you an eminent preference 
over both, as I would not renew out 
firft eonne&ion without breaking off 

the two oche*s> I d» not think there 
is fuchgreat r^albn for reproaches. 

I (hall not find; it more difficult to 
exculpate myfelf from the charge of 
the unknown cJwfim* which, it ifecms,, 
fhock* you not a little ^ for being i uik 
known, ic does not follow that it & 
ftronger -- What can equal the de* 
lights you alone can always embellifh 
with novekyand btifs? I only wished 
to convey to you an idea, it was,* 
kind I never btforc experienced:; but 
without pretending to give it any 
rank; and added, what I again re- 
peat, whatever it be, I wilt o*er* 
come it: and fhaii exert royfelf more 

aealoufly 
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zealoufly if I can in this trifling aflatr, 

to have one homage more to offer 
to you. 

As to the little Cecilia*, it is ufelef* 

to mention her: you have not forgot 

it was at your inftance I took charge* 

of this child j and only wait your 
orders to be rid of her. I may 
have made fome remarks on her 
bloom and innocence ; and fyr a mo- 
ment thought her engaging, hecaufe 
one is always more or lefs pleafed with 
their work) but fhe has not, in 

any ftiape, confiftency to fix the at- 
tention. 

Now, my lovely friend, I appeal 
to your juftice, your firft attachment 
to me, the long and fincere friend- 
ftiip, the unbounded confidence which 
have^pced us together — have I de* 
ferved the fevere manner in which you 
have treated me ? But how eafy can 
you make me amends when you 

pleafe ! 
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pleaief Speak but the word, and 
you will fee whether all the charms* 
all the attachments will keep me here, 
not a day, but even a minute; I will 
fly to your feet — into your arms 
and will prove a thoufand times, and 
in a thoufand ways» that you -are, 
you ever will be, the only miftrefs of 
my heart. 

Adieu, my lovely friend! I wai* 
your anfwer impatiently. 

;P<w«, Nov. i, 1 7 . 



1 u. 



LET 
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LETTER CXXX, 



Madame de Rosemonde, to the Pre 

ftdente de Tourvel. 



WHY, my lovely dear, will you 
no longer be my daughter ? Why da 

you feemto announce that our corre* 

t 

ipondence is toceafe?* Is it to punifh 
me for not gu effing at what was im- 
probable j or do you fufpedt me of 

creating you affli&ion defignedly ? I 
know your heart too well, to imagine 
you would entertain fuch an opinion 
of mine. — The diftrefs youl letter 
plunges- me in is much lefs on my 
own account than yours. Oh ! my 
young friend, with grief I tell you> 



* Ste Lttter cixtiii. 
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you are too worthy of being beloved 

# 

ever to be happy in love — Where is 
there a truly delicate and fenfible wo- 
man, who has not met unhappinefs 
where (he expe&ed blifs ? Do men 
know how to rate the women they 
poffefs ? 

Not but many of them are virtuous 
in their addreffes and conftant in .their 
affections — b\it even among thofe, 

how few that know how to put them- 
felves in unifon with our hearts. I 

do not imagine, my dear child, their 
affeftion is like ours — They experi- 
ence the fame tranfport often with 
itione violence, but they are ftf angers 
to that uneafy officioufnefs, that deli- 



cate 



us 



thofe c&ntinual tender cares, whofc 
fole aim is the beloved obje&-~Man 
enjoys the happmefs he feels, woman 
that (he gives. 

This difference, fo eflential, and fo 
feldom obferved, influence* in a very 

fenfible 
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fenfible manner, the totality ofthtir 
refpe&ive condud. The pleafure of 
the one is to gratify defires* but that 
of the other is to create them.. To 
know to pleafe, is in mati the means of 
fuccefs; and in woman it is fuccefs 

itfelf. 

And do not imagine, the- excep- 
tions, be they more or lefs numerous/ 
that may be quoted, can be fuccefs-* 
fully oppbfed to th ok general troths, 
which the voice of the public has 
guarantied, wrth the only diftinftion 
as to men of infidelity from incon- 
flancy ; a diftinftbn of which thejr 
avail themfehres, and -of which they 
fliould beafhamed; whichever has 
been adopted by any of our fex but 
thofe of abandoned chara&ers, who 
are a fcandal to us, and to whom all 
methods are acceptable Which they 
think may deliver them from the 
painful fenfation of their own mean- 



nefs. 



I thought, 
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I thought, my lovely dear, thofe 
reflections might be of ufe to you, in 
order to oppofe the chimerical ideas of 
perfeft happinefs x with which love 
never fails to amufe our imagination. 
Deceitful hope! to which we are ftill 
attached, even when we find our- 
felves under the neceffity of abandon* 
ing it — whofe lofs multiplies and ir- 
ritates our already too real forfows, 
infeparable from an ardent pafllon 
This tafk of alleviating your troubles, 
or diminifhing their number, is the 
only one I will or can now fulfil — In 
diforders which are without remedy, 
no other advice can be given, than as 
to the regOBen to be obferved — The 
only thing I wifh you to remember is, 
that to pity is not to blame a patient. 
Alas! who are we, that we dare blame 
one another ? Let us leave the right of 
judging to the fearcher of hearts ; and 
I will even venture to believe, that 
in. his paternal fight, a crowd of vir- 
tues* 



^N 
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tues may compenfatc a fingle weak- 
nefs. 

But I conjure you above all things, 
my dear friend, to guard againft vio- 
lent refolutions, which are lefs the 
effe&s of fortitude than defponden- 
cy : do not forget, that although you 

i 

have made another pofleffor of your 
exiftence (to ufe your own expreffion) 
you had it not in your power to de- 
prive your friends of the fliare they 
were before poffefled of, and which 
they will always claim. 

Adieu, my dear child ! Think fome- 
times on your tender mother; and 
be affured you always will be, above 
every thing, the deareft objed of her 
thoughts. 

Caftle of 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXI. 



¥be Marcbionefs de Merteuil U the 

Vifcwnt de Valmont. 



ERY well, Vifcount; come, I 



V 

am better pleafed with you than I was 
before,: now let us converfe in a 
friendly manner, and I hope to con- 
vince you, the fcheme you propofe 
would be the higheft aft of folly in us 
both. 
Have you never obferved that plea- 

fure, which is the primum mobile of 
the union of the fexes, is not fuffici- 
ent to form a connexion between 
them? and that if defire, which brings 

them together, precedes it, it is ne- 
verthelefs followed by difguft, which 
repels it — This is a law of nature, 
that love alone can alter ; and pray, 

can 
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tan 



It is then jwceffary it (houM be always 
ready, which would have been very 
troublefome bad it trot been difca- 
vered; it is fufiiciemt tf it exifts on 

one fide: by this means the difficulty 
is leffimed by half, even without ap* 
parent prejudice; for the one enjoys 
the happinefs of loving, the other of 
pleafing— -not perhaps in altogedierfo 
lively a manner, but that is compen- 
fated by deceit, which makes the ba- 
lance, and then all is right. 

But fay, Vifcount, which of uitwo 
will undertake to deceive the other ? 
You know the ftory of the two fharp- 
ers who difcovered each other zt 
play— u We muft not prejudice our- 
tr felves," faidthey; "let us club for 
" the cards, and leave off." Let us 
follow this prudent advice, nor loofe 
time together, which we may fo ufe- 
fully employ elfewhere. 

i To 
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To convince you that I confult your 
intereft as much as my own, and that 
I am not a&uateti either by ill humour 
or capricioufnefs, I will not refufe 
your reward — I am very fenfible one 
night will be fufficient ; and do not 
in the lead doubt, we fhall know how 
to make it fo pleafing, the morning 
will come with regret — but let us 
not forget, this regret is neceflary to 
happinefs ; although the illuflon may 
be enchanting, nor flatter ourfelves it 
can be durable. 

You fee I fulfil my promife in my 
turn, and even before yo« perform the 
conditions ftipulated — for I was to 
have had your celeftial prude's firft 

letter. Whether you do not chufe to 
part with it, or that you have forgot 
the conditions of a bargain that is not 
fo interefting to you as you would 
have me think, I have not received 
any thing ; and I am much mi (taken, 

or the tender devotee muft have wrote 

a great 
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a great deal ; for how can fhe employ 
her time alone? ihe certainly has not 
fenfe enough for diffipation ? If I was 
inclined, then, I have room to mike 
you fome little reproaches, which I 
ihall pafs over in filence, in confide- 
ration of the petulance I perhaps fhew* 
ed in my lad letter. 

Nothing more remains, now, Vif- 
count, but to make you a requefl, 
and it is as much for you asmyfelf; 
that is, to defer the time, which per* 
haps I wifh for as much as you, but 
which I think may be put f off until 
my return to town. On the one hand, 



be 



be 



too 



loufy would fix me with the difmal 
Belleroche, who no longer holds but 

by a thread. He is already (hag- 
gling to love me; we are at prefent 
fo criticajly circumftanced, I blend as 
much malice as prudence in the ca- 
Vol.IV. D refles 
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reffes I lavifti on him; at the fame 
time you will obferve, it would not 
be a facrifice worthy of you — A re- 
ciprocal infidelity will add power to 

the charm. 

Do you know I regret fomettmes 
we we reduced to thofe refources 

At the time we loved each other, for 
1 believe it was love, I was happy 
and yoa, Vifcount — but why engage 
our thoughts on a happinefs that can 
never return ? No, fay what you will, 
it is impoflible — Firft, I fhoukl re- 
quire facfiSccs that you coujd not or 
\vould not make ; that probably I do 
not deferve. Again, how is it poffible 
to fix you? Oh, no ; I will not even 
think of it ; and notwithftanding the 
pleafure I now have in writing to you, 
I prefer quieting you abruptly. Adieu, 
Vifcount. 
C&file of 

Nov. 17, 17 
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LETTER CXXXII. 



the Prtfidente de Tourv^l to Madame 

de ROSEMONDP. 



Dfi&PLY imprefied, Madam, with 

your goodnefs, to which I .would en- 
tirely abandon myfelf y if I was not 
k reftrained from accepting by the dread 

of profaning it. Why, convinced of 

its ineftimable value, muft I kaow 

myfelf no longer worthy of it? Isit 

me, at leaft, attempt Co certify my 

gratitude. I fhall admire, above all, 

fhe lenity of virtue, which views 

weaknefs with the eye-of compaffion ; 

whofe powerful charm preferves its 

forcible but mild authority over hearts, 

eveh bv the fide of the charm of love. 

Can I ftill be worthy a friendibip, 

which is no' longer ufeful to my hap- 

D % pinefs? 
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pinefs ? I mull fay the fame of your 
advice. I feel its force, but cannot 
follow it. How is it poffible to dif- 
credit perfeft happinefs, when I ex- 
perience it this moment ?* If men are 
fuch as you defcribe them, they muft 
be ftiunned, they are hateful : but 
where is the refemblance between 
Valmont and them? If, in common 
with them, he has that violence of 
paflion you call tranfport, is it not re- 
drained by delicacy ? My dear friend, 
you talk of fliaring my troubles ; take 
a part, then, in my happinefs ; to 
love I am indebted for it, and how 
immenfely does the objeft raife its 
value ! You love your nephew, you 
fay, perhaps, with fondnefs : ah I if 
you knew him as I do, you would 
idolize him, and yet even lefs than he 
deferves. He has undoubtedly been 
led aftray by fome errors ; he does not 
conceal it ; but who like him ever 

knew 



. / 
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knew what was love ? What can I fay 
more ? He feels it as he infpires it. 

You will think this is one of the 
chimerical ideas with which love never 
fails to abuje our imagination : but in 
my cafe, why fhouid he be more ten- 
der, more earneft, when he has no- 
thing farther to obtain ? I will own, I 
formerly thought I obferved an arr of 
refleftion and referve, which fcldom 
left him, and which often, contrary to 
my inclination, recalled to me the 
falfe and cruel impfeffions that were 
given me of him ; but fince he has 
abandoned hi mfelf without conftraint 
to the emotions of his heart, he feems- 

■ 

to gucfs at all my defires. Who knows 

4 * 

but we were born for each other ? If 
thishappinefs was notreferved for me 
to be necelftry to his! — Ah! if it 
be an iliufion, let me die before it 
ends. — No, I muft live to cherift), to 
adore him. Why fhquld he ceafe 
loving qje? What woman on earth 

D 3 could 
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could he make happier than me ? And 
I experience it by myfelf, thi9 happt* 
nefs that he haj given rife to, is the 
only and the ftrongeft tie. It is this 
delicious fentiment that exalts and pu- 
rifies love, and becomes truly worthy 

a render and generous mind, fuch as 
Valmonft. 

Adieu, my de^r, my r 
ray indulgent, friend ! Vainly lhaujki, 
I think of continuing my letter. This 
is the hour he prozuifed to come* and 

every idea flies before him. Your 
pardon* But you with me happinefs; 
it is now fo gxeat I can fcarce fup- 
jjOrt tf. 

Paris, Novi 7, 1 7 




\» 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 



The Vifcount de Valmont to the 



Mapbionefs de Merteuil. 



w 



HAT,, then, my charming 



friend, are thpfe facrifices you think, 
I would not ro*ke to your pleafure ? 
Let me only know then}; and \i\ 
hefitate to offer them to you, I give; 

you leave to refufe the hommage* 
What opinion have you of late, con- 
ceived of tpe, when even favourably 
inclined, you doubt my fentiments or; 
inclinations ? Sacrifices that I would 
not or could not make ! So you think 
I am in love, fubdued! The value I 
fet on the fuccefs, you.fofpcft is at- 
tached to the perfon. Ah ! thanl^ 
heaven, I am not yet reduced to that, 
and I. offer to prove it, I will prove 

D 4 it, 
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it, if even it fliouldbe at Madame *de* 
Tourvers cxpence. Certainly after 
tfcat you cannot have a doubt remain- 
ing. 

I may, I believe, without commit- 
ting myfelf, give up fome time to a 
woman, who, at lea ft, has the merit 
cf being of a caft rarely met. The 
dead feafon, perhaps, when this ad- 
venture took its rife, was another rea* 
fon to give myfelf totally up to it; 
even now that the grand current of 
company fcarcefy begins to flow, it is 
not furprifing my time is almoft en- 
tirely taken up with her, I beg you 
will alfo recoiled, it is fcarce eight 
days I enjoy the fruits of three months 
labour. I have often indulged longer 
with what has not been fo valuable, 
and had not coft me fo much ; and 
yet you never from thence drew any 
concluGohs again ft me. 

Shall I tell you the real caufe of my 
afliduity ? It is this* She is naturally 

of 



\ 
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of a timid difpofirion ; at firft (he 

doubted inceffantly of her bappin'efs, 

which was fufficieiitto difturb hi fo 

that I but juft begin taobferve -how 
far my power extends in this kjod. 
This I was curious to know, and -the 
eccafions are not fo readily offered aa 

one may thinkr 

In the firft place, pkafure is nor- 
thing but mere pleafure with a great 
number of Women, and never any 
thing elfe ; with them, whatever titles 
they think proper to adorn us with, 
we are never but fa&ors, fimpleconv- 
miflioners, whole a&ivity is ail their 
merit, and among whom he who per* 
forms molt is always efteemed the 

bell 

- In another clafs, the moft numerous 
now-a-days, the celebrity of the lo- 
ver, the pledfurc of carrying him front 
a rival, the dread of a reprifal again, 
totally engage the women. Thus we, 
are concerned more, or kft in this kind 

♦ D 5 ot 
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of happincfs which they enjoy ; but 
it depends more on circumftances than 
on the perfon : it comes to them by 
v», and not from us« 

It was then necefiary to find a wo- 
man of delicacy and fenfation to make 
my obfervations on, whofe fole con- 
cern fhould be love, and in that pa£* 
fion be abforbed by the lover ; whofe 
emotions, difdaining the common 
track, fhould fly from the heart to the 
fenfes ; who I have viewed, (I don't 
mean the firft day) rife from the bed: 
of delight all in tears, and the inftatit 
after recover voluptuoufnefs by a word 
that touched her foul. She mud alfo 
have united that natural candour, 
which habitude had made in fur mount- 
able, and would not fuffer her to dif- 
femble the leaft fentiment of her heart. 
You mull agree with me, fuch women 
are fcarce ; and I am confident, if I 
had not met this one, I never fhould 

have found another. 

There- 
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Therefore ic is not at all furprifing 
Ihe ihould have fafcinared me longer 
than another * and if the time I fpend 
makes her happy, perfectly happy* 
why Ihould I refufe it, cfpecially when 
it is lo agreeable to me ? But becaufe 
the mind is engaged, mud the heart 
be enflaved ? Certainly not. And the 
value I fet on this adventure willnot 
prevent my engaging in others, or 
even- lacrificing this to fome more 
agreeable one. 

I am even fo much at liberty, that 
I have not neglefted tht littje Vo- 
langes, to whom I am fo little at* 
tached. Her mother brings her to 
town in three days, and I have fe- 
cured my communication fince yefter- 
day j a little money to the porter, a 
few foft fpecches to the waiting maid, 
did the bufinefs. Would you believe 
it ? Dwceny never thought of this 
fimple method. Where, then, is the 
boafted ingenuity of love ? Qgite the 

D 6 con- 
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contrary ; it ftupifies its votaries 
Shall I not, then, know haw to pre- 
ferve myfelf from it ? Be not uneafy, 
in a few days I (hall divide the irrr- 
preflion, perhaps rather too ftrong, 
it made on me, and weaken it ; if one 
will not do, I will increafe them. 

Neverthelefs, I fiwll be ready to 
give up the young penfioner to her 
difcreet lover, when you think pro- 
per. I can't fee you have any longer 
reafon to oppofe it. I freely confent 
to render poor Danceny this frgnal 
fervice : upon jpy word, it is but tri- 
fling, for all thofc he has done for me. 
He is now in the greateft anxiety to 
know whether he will be admitted at 
Madame de Volanges's. I keep hint 
as eafy as poflible, by promifing fome 
how or other to gratify him one of 
thofe days ; in the mean time, I take 
upon me to carry on the correfpon- 
dencc, which he intends to rcfume on 

his Cecilia's arrival. I have ahead/ 

fix 
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fix of his letters, and fhall have one 
or two more before the happy day; 
This lad muft have very little tt> do. 
However, let u4 leave this childifli 
couple, and come to our own bufi* 
nefs, that I may be entirely engaged 
with the pleating hope your letter has 
given me* Do you doubt of fixing 
me your's ? If you do, I fhall not 
forgive you. Have I ever been in- 
conftant ? Ouf bands have been 
loofened, but never broken ; our pre- 
tended rupture was an error only of 
the imagination ; our fentiments, our 
iotcfefts, are ftilT the fame. Like 

the traveller who returned undeceiv- 
ed, I found out, as he did; I quitted 
happinefs to run after hopt.* The 
more ftrange lands I faw, the moFe I 
Ibved my country. No longer oppofe 
the idea, or fentiment rather, that 
brings you back to me. After hav- 



* DuBclloi'tjtragedyof the Sicge-tf Cabin 
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ing tried all manner of pleafures in 
our different excurfions, let us fie 
down and enjoy the happinefs of 
knowing, that none is equal to what 
we have experienced, and that we 
frail again find more delicious. 

Adieu, my lovely friend ! I confent 
to wait your return ; however, haften 
k as much as poffible, and do not for* 
gpt how much I wifh for it. 

Pa ris, Nov. % 1 7 



LETTER GXXXIV. 



Marcbiontfs di Mertbuil to the Vif* 

count de Valmont. 




PON my word, Vifcoijnt, you 
are exaftly like the children, before 
whom one cannot (peak a word, nor 
Ihewathing but they muft have it 

immediately. Beaui'e I juft mention 

an 
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an idea that came into ray head, 
which I even told you I was not fixed 
on, you abufe my intention^ and wane 
to tie me down, at the time lenuea- 
vour to forget it, and force me in a 
manner to fhare your though tlcfe de- 
fires. Are you not very ungenerous 
to make me bear the whole burthen 
of prudential care ? Irauft again ie* 
peat, and it frequently occurs to nae, 

the method you propofe is impoffible. 
When you would even throw in all 

F 

the generofity you mention, do you 

^ 

imagine I am divefted of my delica- 
cies, and I would accept facriflces 
prejudicial to your happinefs ? 

My dear Vifcount, you certainly 
deceive yourfetf in tine fentiment that 
attaches you to M. de Tourvel. It 
is love, or fuch a paflion never had 
exiftence. You deny it ia a hundred 

m 

fhapesj but you prove it in a thou- 
fand. What means, for example, the 
fubterfuge you ufe againft youriejf, 

i for 
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for I believe you fincere with me, thai 
makes you relate fo circumstantially 
the defire you can neither conceal nor 
combat, of keeping this woman ? 
Would not one imagine, you never 

m 

had made any other happy, pcrfedly 
happy ? Ah ! if you doubt it, your 
memory is very bad ; but that is not 
the cafe. To fpeak plainly, your 
heart impofes on your underftanding, 
and pays it off with bad arguments ; 

but I, who am fo ftrcngly interefted 
not to be deceived, am not fo eafiiy 
blinded. 

i Thus, as I remarked, your polite- 
nefs made you carefully fupprefs eve* 
ty word you thought would difplcafe 
toe, I could not help obfervrng, per- 
haps, without taking notice of it; 

neverthelefs you prefcrved the feme 
ideas. It is no longer ^he adorable, 
the celeftial Madame de Tourvel, but 
an afionijhing woman^ a delicate Jenti- 

mental pematt K even to the exdufton. 
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of all others ; a wonderful woman 9 fuch' 
as a ficond could l not be found. The* 
fame way with your unknown charm. 



tbefironreft. Well 



but 



out till then, it is much to be appre- 
hended you will never meet it again % 
the lofs would be irreparable. Thofe 
Vifcount, are fure fymptoms of love, 
or we muft renounce the hope of ever 
finding it. You may be affured I 
am not out of temper nowj and have 
made a pronoife, I will not be fo any 
more : I forefee it might become a 
dangerous fnare. Take my word for 
it, we had better remain as we are, ia 

friendfliip. Be thankful for my refo- 



defending 
: muft hav 



attended 



ces 



It is only to perfuade you to be of 
my opinion, I anfwer the demand 



facrificcs 



exaft 
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ex ad, and you could not make. I 
designedly ufe the word exaft, be- 
caufe immediately you will think me 
too exacting — fo much the better: 
far from being angry with your refu- 
fal, I fball thank you for it. Ob- 
ferve, I will not diflemble with you \ 
perhaps I have occafion for if* 



Firft I would exad — take notice 



of the cruelty! that this fame rare, 
this a ftoni filing Madame dq Tourvel, 
Aould be no more to you than any 
other woman i that i$, a mere woman : 
for you muft not deceive yourfelfi 
this charm, that you believe is found 
in others, ex ids in us, and it is love 
only embelliihes the bek>ved objedt fo 
much. What I now require, although 
fo.impoffible for you to grant, you 
would not hefkate to promife, nay, 
even to fwear; but I Qwn I would 
not believe you the more. I could 

not be convinced, but by the whole 
tenor of your conduct. 

That 
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That is not all ; I ihould be whim- 
fical, perhaps •, the facrifice you fo po- 
litely offer me of the little Cecilia, 
does not g}ve me the lead uneafioefs : 
on the contrary, I mould require you , 

h 

to continue this toilfome duty until f 
farther orders. Whether \ ihou^ 



like thu* ta atmfe my power, oc v?bfr» 




ther more, indulgeat, ot more^eafofl- 
able, it woulfl facisfy me to dU^fei of- 
yx>ur i'en^irtients without th.warcing 
your pleafores. ■ I would, Kowc vef , 
be obeyed, and my commands would 
be very fevqre* 
. Certainly I Ihould think 

obliged to thank you, aod> who 
knaws ? perhaps to reward you. A$ 
far inftance, I might (hor ten . an ai> 
fence, which would be jnfupportable 
to me. I ftoukl at length, fee you 
again, Vifcouftt ; and Tee you again 
How ? -r- Remember this is only 4 
converfation, a plain narfaciyQ of an 

ijnr 
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impoflibfe fchemr. I muft not be the 
dnly one to forget it, 
< I muft tell you my lawfurt begins 
to make me a little uneafy, I was 

K 

determined to kntm exa&ly what my 
pretenfions were. My lawyers hive 
quoted me feme laws, and a great 

r 

many authorities^ at they call them ; 
but I ctn't perceive fo much reafon 

* 

and juftice in them. I am almofl: 

i 

afraid I did wrong to refufe the com- 
promife \ however, I begin to be en- 
oouraged, when I confidcr my attor- 
ney is fkilful, my lawyer eloquent, 
and the plaintiff hancffoifce. If thofe 
reafons . were to be no longer valid, 
the courfe of bufinefs muft be altered * 
then what would become of the refpeft 
for old cufioms ? This lawfuit is adu al- 
ly the only thing l&cps me here. * That 
of Belleroche is BnUhed; theindift- 



quaihed 



own cofts t he even is regretting- not 
to be at the ball to-night} the regret 
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1 

of a man out of employment. I fhall 
let him free at my return to town. 
In making this grievous facrifice, I 
am confoled by the generoGty he finds 
in it: 

Adieu, Vifcount ! write to me of- 
ten. The particulars of your amufe- 
ments will make me amends partly 
for the dulnefs 1 fufFer, 

Cafile of 
Nov. 1 1 , 1 7 



LETTER CXXXV. 



The Prejidente deTouKVZL to Madame 

de Rosemonde; 




AM now endeavouring to write to 
you, and know not whether I fhall be 

able. Gracious God ! — exceffivc 
happinefs prevented my continuing 

my lafl letter ; now defpair overwhelms 

me, 
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me, and leaves me only ftrength fuf- 
ficient to tell my forroars, and de- 
prives me of the power of expreffing 
them. — Valmont — Valmont no lon- 
ger loves me! He never loved me! 
Love does not depart thus. He de- 
ceived me, he betrayed me, he iofulte 
me ! I fuffer every kind of misfortune 
and humiliation ; and all proceed 

from him. 

Do not think it a mere fufpicioa, 
I was far from having any, I havfe 
not even the confolation of a doubt : 
I faw it. WhaPKin he fay in his 
j uftification ? — TJut what matters it 
to him? He will not attempt it even. 

Unhappy wretch! What avail thy 
reproaches and thy tears ? He is ribt 
concerned about thee. 

It is, rflen, too true, he has matie 

me a facrifice; he-has even expofed 

me — *fid to whom ? — To a vile 

creature. — But what ^o I fay ? Ah ! 

I have no right to defpife her. Sht 

has 
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bds not broke through any ties ; (he 
is not fo culpable as I am* Oh ! what 
grief can equal that which is followed 
by rembrfe! I feel my torments in- 
creafe. Adieu, my dear friend ! though 
I am unworthy your companion, ftill 
you will have fome left for me, if you 
can form an idea of my fufferings. 

I have juft read over my letter, and 
perceive it gives you no information. 
I will endeavour to 'mutter up refolu- 
tion to relate this cruel event. It was 

ycfterday, I was to fup abroad for the 
firft time fince my return. Valmont 
cariie to me at five $ he never appear- 
ed fo endearing: he did not fecn 
pleafed with my intention of going 
abroad ; I immediately refolved to 
ftay at home. In two hours after, his 
air and tone changed vifibly on a fud« 
den, I don't know any thing efcaped 
me to difpleafe him ; however, he 
pretended to recoiled bufinefs that 
obliged him to leave me, and went 

away ; 
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away 5 not without exprcffing a tender 
concern, which I then thought very 
fin cere. 

Being left alone, I refolved to fulfil 
my firft engagement, as I was at li- 
berty, I finished my toiler, and got 
in my carriage. Unfortunately my 
coachman drove by the opera, and 
'my carriage was ftopped in the crowd 
coming up. I perceived at a little 
di (lance before mine, and the range 
next to me, Valmont's carriage : my 
heart inftantly palpitated,; but not 

with fear; and my only wiih was, 
that my carriage Ihould get forward : 
ioftead of which, his was obliged to 
back clofe to mine. I immediately 
looked out; but what was my afto- 
nifhment to fee befide him a well- 
known courtezan ! I drew back, as 
you may believe ; I had feen enough 
to wound my heart : but what you 
will fcarcely credit is, this fame girl,, 
being probably in his confidence, did 

2 not 
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not turn her eyes from me, and with 
repeated peals of laughter flared me 
out of countenance. 

Notwithftfcnding my abjeci ftate, I 
fufitred myfelf to be carried to the 
houfe where I was to fup. I found it 
impoffible to ftay there long j every 
inftant 1 was ready to faint, and coui(|. 
not refrain from tears. 

At my return I wrote to M f de 
Valmont, and ferit my letter immedi* 
ately; he was not at home. Being 
determined at all events to be relieved 
from this miferable ftate, or have it 
confirmed for ever, I fent the fervant 

T 

back, with orders to wait : before 
twelve he came home, telling me the 
coachman was returned, and had in- 
formed him, his matter would norbe 
home for thfe night. This morning I 
thought it would be better to requeft 
he would give up my letters, and beg 
of him never to fee me more. I have 
given orders accordingly, but certainly 
Vol. IV. E they 
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they were ufclefs. It is now near 
twelve ; he has not yet appeared, nor 

have I received a line from him. 

Now, my dear friend, I have no- 
thing farther to add. You are in- 
formed of every thing, and you know 
my heart. My only hope is, I fhall 
4«aot long trouble your tender iriend- 
ihip. 

Paris } Nov. 15, 17 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

.it 



1 * 



The Trefidente de Tourvel to the 

Vifcount de Valmont. 

Certainly, sir, after what P af- 

fed yefterdaf,. you do not expe& I 
ihould fee you again, and you as cer- 
tainly do notdefire it. The intention 
of this note, then, is not fo much to 
require you never to come near me 

1 more, 



/ 
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more, as to call on you for my letters; 
which ought not to hare exifted. If 



been 



oofs 



you had occafioned, they mull be, 
now that is diffipated, indifferent to 
you, as they were only proofs of a 

fentiment you have deftroyed. * 



I own, I was very wrong in placing 
a confidence in you, of which fo ma- 
ny before me have been viftims j I ao- 
cufe no one but myfelf : but I never 
thought I deferved to be expofed by 
you to contempt and infult. I tma* 
gined, that making a facrifice of eve- 
ry thing, and giving up for you fny 
pretentions to the efteem of others, as 
alfo my own, I might have expe&ed 

i 

not to be treated by you with taore 
leverity than by the public, whole 

opinion always makes an immehfe dif- 
ference between the weak and the de- 
praved. Thofe are 7 the only wrongs 
I lhall mention. I (hall be filent on 

E 2 thofe 
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thofe of love, as your heart would not 
understand mine. Farewel, Sir 1 

Paris, JNtov. 15, 17 
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yifecunt de Valmont to the Prefidentt 

^Touitvw.. 




HIS inftant only have I received 
your letter, Madam. J could not 
read it without ihuddering, and have 
fcarcely ftrength toanfwer it. What a 
horrible opinion have ?you, then, con- 
ceived of me ! Boubtlefs, I have my 
faults, and fuch as I fhall never for- 
give royfclf, if even you fhould hide 
them with your indulgence. Bui: how 
diftant from my thoughts are thofe 
you reproach me! Who, me infult 
you ! Me make you contemptible, at 
a time when I reverence as much as 

cherifh 
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cberilh you ! when you raifed.my va- 
nity by thinking me worthy of you ! 
Appearances have deceived you. I 
will not deny they make again ft me : 

but had you not fufficicnt within your 
own heart to contend againft them? 
Did it not revolt at the idea of having 
a caufe of complaint againft me ? Yec 
you believed it ! Thus you not only 
thought nrte capable of this atrocious 

phrenzy, but even dreaded you had 
expoied. yourfelf to it by your Indtil* 

gence. Ahl ! if you think yourfttflb 
much degraded by your love, I muft 

be very despicable in your fight, Op- 

prefled bf the painful fenfc of this 
idea, I loft* the time I Ihould employ 
in deftroying it, endeavouring to re* 
pel ir. I will confefs all ; another 

confidmtion ftili prevents me. Muft 
I go back to fads I would wifb to 
forget for ever, and recal your atten- 
tion and my own to errors 1 fliall ever 
repent ; the caufe of which I cannot 

E 3 y« 
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yet conceive, which fill me with mor- 
tification and defpair. If I excite your 
anger by accufing myfelf, the means 
of revenge will not be out of your 

reach ; it will be fufficient to abandon 
me to my own remorfe. 

Yet the fir ft caufe of this unhappy 
event is, the all-powerful charm I feel 

in being with you :. it was it made me 
too long forget an important bUfinefs 
that could not be put off. I ftayed 
with you fo long, 1 did not find the 

perfcn at home I wanted to fee ; . 1 ex- 
pected to have met her at the opera, 
where I was alfo difappoiotedL Emi- 
ly, who I met there, and , knew at a 
time when I was a ftrangcr to you 
and love, Emily had not* her carriage, 
and rcquefted I would fet her down 
at a little diftance from thence ; t con- 
fentcd, as a matter^f no confequence. 
It was then I met you. I was in- 
ftantly feized with the apprehen0on 

you would think' me guilty. 

The 
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The dread of affii&ing or difplea 
fing you is fo powerful, it is impofli- 
for me to conceal it, arid was foon 
perceived. I will even own, it in- 
duced me to prevail on this girl not 
to (hew herfclfs this precaution, the 
refult of delicacy, was unfavourable 
to love: but flit, like the reft of her 
tribe, accuftomed ta the abufe of ber 
ufurped power, would not let flip fa- 
fplcndid an opportunity. The more 

Jhe obferved my cmbarraffinent in- 
creafe, the more fhe affected to ftiew* 
hcrfelf ; and her , ridiculous mirth,? 

which I blufh to think you cQttid for, 
a moment imagine yourfelf to be the, 
objeft, had no other foundation than 
the cruel anxiety I felt, which pro- 
ceeded from my love and refpeft. : 

So far, doubriefs, I am more un- 
fortunate than guilty. Thofe crimes 
being thus done away, I am clear of 
reproach. In vain, however, are you 
filent on thofe of love, which I mud 

£ 4 break 
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break through, as it concerns me fo 
much. 

Not but, in my confufion for this 
unaccountable mifcondu&, which I: 
cannot without great grief recal to my 

remembrance ; yet I am fo fenfible of 
my error, I would patiently bear the 
punifliment, wait my pardon from, 
time, from my exceffive love, and 
my repentance ; only what I yet have 
to fay concerns your delicacy. 

Do not think I feek a pretence to 
excufe or palliate my fault ; I confefV 
my guilt: but I do not acknowledge, 



nnr ever will, this humiliating error 
can be a crime of love. For where is 

1 

the analogy between a furprife of the 
fen fat ions, a moment of inadvertency, 

which is foon replaced by fhame and 
regret, and an immaculate fentiment, 
which delicate fouls are only capable 
of, fupported by efteern, and of which 
happinefs is the fruit? Ah I do not 

thus profane love ; or, rather, do not 

pro-: 
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profane yourfeH", by uniting in the 
fame point of vievr what never can be 
blended* Leave to drfpi cable and de» 
graded women the dread of a rival* 
ibip, and eiperience the torments of a 
cruet spid humiliating jealoufy; but 
tarn your eyes from obje&i that wpyld 
fully them : and pure as the Divinity,. 
puiufli the qffence without feeling it. 

What puniflimeftt can youinflift on 
me will be more forrt^vful than what 

J i 

I already feel — that can be ebmparar 
hie to the grief of having incurred* 
your, difpleafure— to the defpair of 
giving you* affliction— to the unfuffcp 
able idea of being unworthy of you ? 
ITour mind is taken up with punifli- 
ing, whilft I languiflv for confolation ; 
not that I d^fprve it, but only that I ( 
ani xjy want of it, and tha? it h you* 
alone can confole nle* 

If on a fudden, forgetful of our mu*- 
tual love as of my happinefi, you will 
abandon me to perpetual forrow, I 

E 5 ftall 
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(hall not difpute your right — ftrikc : 
but fhould you incline to indulgence, 
and again recal thofe tender fenti- 
ments that united our hearts; that 
voluptuoufnefs of foul! ever renew- 
ing, ever increaOng j thofe delightful 
days we pafled together ; all the feli- 
cities that love only can give ; you 
will, perhaps, prefer the power of re* 
newing to that of deftroying them. 
What fliall I fcf ? I have loft all, and 
loft it by my own folly : but ftill all 
may be retrieved by your goodnefs. 
You are now to decide. I fliall add 
but one word more. Yefterday you 
fwore my happinefs was certain whilft 
it depended on you. Ah ! will you 
this day, then, Madam, give me up 
toeverlafting defpair? 

fmsy Nov. 15, 17 
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LETTER CXXXV1II. 



Vifcount de Valmont to tht. Marcbio- 



nefs de Mirtkviu 




z 9' 



friepd 



fault, if circumftances oblige me to 
play the chara&er of a lover, — Only 

confent to return, and you will be able 
to judge my fincerity — I madeiny 
proofs yefterday, and cannot be in- 
jured by what happens to-day, 

I was with the tender prude, having 
nothing elfe to do ; for the little Volan- 



ing 



Madame de \ 

r 

t of bufinefs 



's 



gave me an inclinatidn to prolong the 
evening j and I had, with thisioten- 

E 6 tion, 



• 



t4 DANGEROUJ 

< 

tion, even required a little facrifice: 
it was fcarcely granted, than the plea- 
sure I promifed myfelf \ya$ difturbed 
with the idea of this love which you 
fo obftinately will have it, or at leaft 

reproach "me with being infe&ed; fo 
I determined at once to be certain my* 

felf, and convince you, that it was a 

calumny of your own. 

In coofequence I took a violent re* 
folutionj onaiery flight pretence, I 
took leave, and left my fair one quite 
furprifed, and doubtlefs more affli&ed, 
while I quietly went to meet Emily at 
the opera : flie can fatisfy you, that un- 
h\ morning, when we parted, no re- 
gret difturbed our amufements. 

Yet there was a pretty large field for 
uneafinefs, if my total indifference had 
not preferved me: for you rnuft know, 
I was fcarce four houfes from the opera, 
with Emily in my carriage, when that 
of the auftere devotee ranged clofc be- 

fide mine, and a Hop which happened, 

left 



I 



left U9 near half a quarter of an hour 
cbfe by each other ; we could fee one 
another as plain as at nooa day, andt 
there was no meat)t to efcapeC 



That is not all; I took ft in my: 



head to tell Emily confidentially, that? 
was the letter- woman. "$>u may- re- 
coiled, perhaps, that piece of- folly* 
and that Emily was the deft*. She did 
not forger ir, and as &e kmghs im* 
moderately, file w» ftOt eaiy until toe 

had attentively viewed! tM* piece ©fc 
virtue,, as fte etlled Ktr^ and wkb: 
fcandakws btii-ft^, fuch « would even 
difconcert effrontery. 

Still this ifr not all j the jealous 
man fent to my houfe that fame nigbcj 
1 was not at home, but Aw obfrkwcely 



i 



fcnt a fecond time, with orders to 
wait my return. I fent my carriage 
home, as foon as I refolded to fpend 
the night with Emily, without any 
other orders to my coachman; than to 



* Letter* xlvi and xlrih 



return 
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return this morning. When he got 
home he found the mefienger, whom 
he informed J was not to return that 



* * 



night. You may guefs the effed of 

this news, and that , at my return, I 
found my difcharge announced with 
all the dignity the circumftance re- 
quired. 

Thus, this adventure, which accor- 
ding to your opinion, was never to be 
determined, could, as you fee, have been 
ended this morting ? if it fhould not, 
I would not have you think I prize a 
ti nuance of it j but I do not think 
it confident with my character to be 
quitted : moreover, I intend to referve 
the honour of this fcrifice for you. 

I have anfwered her ievere note with 

a long fenti mental epiftle; I have given 

long reafons, and rely on love to make 

them acceptable. I have already fuc- 

ceeded — I have received a fecond 
note, dill very rigorous, and which 

confirms an everlaiting rtpture, as it 



j/ 



ought 
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W 



ought to be — but the ton is not the 
fame ; I mull* not be feen again \ this 
refolution is announced four times in 
the moft irrevocable mahnef. From 
thence I concluded, there was not a 
moment to be loft in prefenting my- 
felf : I have already fent my huntfman 
to fecure the porter, and fhall follow 
inftantly H to haye my pardon Tealbd : 
for in crimes of this nature, there is 
only one form for a general abfdlu- 

tion, and that muft be executed in each 
others prefence. . .. •.: V -U •* ... 

Adieu, my charming friend ! I fly 
to achieve this grand event. 

i 

Paris, Nov. 15, 17 



* 
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LETTER CXXXIX 



Th* Prtfidtnte de Touhvel te Ma- 



dam ik Ross monde. 



i 




OW 1 reproach myfetty my dear 
friend, for having wrote coo foon, aid, 



Aid too nrach of my rranfitory troo 



blct! I am the caufe you at prefeot 

a 

are aflli&ed ; the chagrin I have given 
you (lift cootinurSy ax»d 1 an* hippy ;, 
yes, every thing is forgot,, and i.for- 
givej. of. rather all is cleared up. 
Calm anddelighjt focceed this {fate 



I uAf- 



grief and anguifh ;, how Ihall I ^xprefs 
the ecftafy of rny heart ! Valmont is 
innocent:- with fo much love there 
can be no guilt -~thofe heavy offen- 
five crimes with which I loaded him 
fo bitterly, he did not deferve; and 
although I was right in one (ingle 

2 poiht, 
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tjufl fufpic 



reparation 



not relate minutely die car-, 
ccs of fads or reafonings in* 

fixation -^Perhaps even the 



badly appreciate them 

only can feel them*, 
However, mere you even to fufpeffe 
me of weaknefs, I would-iall on your 
judgment ifr fip^wt of my own ; yo». 
fay among men! infidelity if not ipcoo- 



1 



ftaney. 

!>pt but I am fenfible, tKis opi- 
nion, which cuftom authorifes,. hurts 
delicacy :. but why fhould mine com- 
plain, when Yalmontfs fuffers more >* 

This fame injuiy which I forget, 
I do not think he forgives him- 
felf ; and yet he has immenfely re- 
paired this trivial error, by the exceft. 
of his love, and my happinefs f 
My felicity is ; greater, or I know 

the value of it, better, fince my dreadi 

off 
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of lofing him * I can aver to you, if 
I had ftrength fufficient to undergo 
again fuch cruel chagrins as I have ju ft 
experienced, I fhould not think I had 
pure ha fed my intreafe of happinefs 
at too high a rate. Oh, my dear mo- 
ther! fcoldyour unthinking daugh- 
ter for afflifting you by her precipi- 
tation; ftold her for having ralhly 
judged him {he (kmld ever adore 4 

and knowing her. imprudence, fee her 
happy: augment her blifs by par* 

taking it. ' ;. i ... ; . 

Paris Nov. 15, ij> 






¥ 
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LETTER CXL, 






the Pifcouh; it Valmont to the Mar- 

cbionefs de Mertevil. '■ "' ' 




O W comet it, my charming 
friend, I receive no anfwers from 
you? I think, however, my lftft let- 
ter defcrved one; thefe three days 
have I been expecting it, and muft 
(till wait! I really am vexed, and. 

X 

fli all not relate a fy liable pf my gr*j4 
affairs. 

. Such as the reconciliation had its 

* 

full effect } that in (lead of reproaches 
and diffidence, U produced frefli proofs 
of affection j that I now actually re- 
ceive the excufe and fatisfaction due 

i 

to my fufpected candour ; not a word 
(hall you know — had it not been for 

the 
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the unforefeen event of laft nighr, I 
fliould not have wrote to you at all** 
but as it relate*, to your pupil, who 

probably cannot give yot* any infoiy 
mat ion herfelf, at leaft for fome time v - 

1 bare taken upon me ta acquaint 
you with it* 

Forreafons you may or may nor 
guefs, Madame d$ Tourvd, has sot 
engaged my attention for fome day»t 
as tbofe reafons could not cxift with 
the little Volanges, I became more 
affidaous-thorc. Thankj-eotheoblig. 
ing porter, I had no obftacles to fur- 
mount j and your pupil and I led a 
oomforteble, regular life — Cuftonj 

brings on negligence;, at firft we bad 

rat taken proper prroaGtionsr for our 

iecurwy; we trembled bebind ibe 

locks: yefterday an incredible ab- 

fence of mind occafioned the accident 

£am going to relate* as to myfelf, 

fear was my only poiiifhment, but the 

little grrl did not come off ft) well. 

We 



We were not afleep, but repafing 
in the abandonment eoaftqueat to vo- 



luptuoufnefs, wko m a &d&n, we 
heard the room door open* I inftantiy 
feized my fword to defend «yfelf and 
«>ur pupil •, I advanced, and -Caw jk> 

one; btft the door was open: as me 
had a light, I examined all about the 

room, and did not find a mortal} then 

I recouped wc hajd forget our uAial 

precautious* and eerjainjy fjiejdoor 
^eingonly puflicd or not properly ibut> 
opened of kfe& 

Returning to my terrified compa- 
nion to quiet her, I <iid not find her 
i n the bed •, ihe Fell out, or hid her- 
felf by the bed fide ; at length I found 
her there, ftretched fenfeleji on the 
ground* in ftrong coQvulfwna — ¥$u 
may judge my embarraflhiettt — Bow- 
ever, I brought her to herfelf, »od got 
her imo bed again, but Jhe had hurt 

herfelf in the fall, and was oot long 
before ihe felt its effe& 

Fains 
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Pains in the loins, violent cholics, 
and other fymptoms lefs equivocal, 
ibon informed me her condition ^- To 
make her fenfible of it, it was necef- 

^ 

fary to acquaint her with the one (he 
was in before, of which fbe had not 
the lead fufpicion : never any one 
before her^ perhaps, went to work fo 
innocently to get rid of it — fhe does 
not lofe her time in reflexion. 

But (he loft a great deal in afflic- 
ting herfelf, and I found it ncceffary 
to come to fome refolution : therefore 
we agreed I fhould immediately go 
to the phyfician and furgeon of the 
family, to inform them they would 
be fent for ;" I was to make them a 
confidence of the whole bufinefs, un- 
der a promife of fecrecf — That fhe 
ftould ring for her waiting maid, and 
lhould or lhould not make her a 
confidence of her fituation, as (he 
thought proper ; but at all events, 
fend for afllftance, and lhould forbid 

her 
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her from difturbing Madame de Vo- 
langes. An attentive delicacy natu- 
ral to a girl who feared to give her 
mother uneafinefs, >. 

I made my two vifits and confef- 
fions as expeditioufly as I could, and 
then went home, from whence I have 
not fince ftirred. The furgeon, who 
I knew before, came to me at noon, 
to give me an account of the ftate of 
his patient — I was not mi (taken 
He hopes, however, it will not be 
attended, with fmy bad confequences. 
Provided no accident happens, it will 
not be difcovered in the houfc ; the 
waiting woman is in the fecretj the 
phyfician has given the diforder a Dame, 
and this affair will be fettled, as a thou- 
fand others have been, urtfefs hereaf- 
ter it might be ufeful to us to have 
it mentioned.' r 



Have you and I mutual interims or 
no ? Your Gleno? makes roe dubious 
of it j I would oot even think at all of 



»ti 
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«, if my inclinations did aot lead 51c 
on to tray method of prefer van g the 
ibiijM «f il Adirii, my charming 
-friend! yet in anger. * 

iVw, JVS?v. 21, 1.7. 
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GOOD God, Vifcount ! How troir- 



t 



i>iefome you are "with your obfitnacy! 
What matters Ay ifilencc to you ? Do 
you believe ft w for want of reaforrs 1 
amfilent? Ahl would to <5od! But 
too, it is only becaafe it ); would bfc 

|>aifttel tf*teH iheta t6 you. 



*i 



Speak 



\ 
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Speak truth, do you deceive youiv 
fd£ or do you mean to deceive me^ 
The difference between ydur difcourfe 
and a&ions, leaves in doubt which I 
ten to give credit to. Whatihall I fay 
xo you then, when I even do not know 

what to think? 

You feem to make a great merit 
of your laftfccnc with the Prefidente; 



but what does that prove in fupport 



of your fyftem, or againft mine? 1 
never certainly told you, your love for 
this woman was fo violent as not be 

capable of deceiving her, or prevent 
you from enjoying every oppor- 



tunity that appeared agreeable and 
eafy to you. I never «ven doubted 
but it would be equally the fame to 
you, to Jatifcfy^ with any other* the 

firft that offered, the defires (he would 
raife. I atn not at alt furprifed, that 
from a Kbertiaifm of mind, which it 

would t* wrong to contend with you, 

Voi.1V. F yoa 
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you have once d6ne defignedly, what 
you have a thoufand times done occa- 
fioaally — Don't we well know this is 
th6 way of the world, and the prac- 
tice of you all? and whoever a&s other- 
wife is looked on as a fimpleton 
I think I don't charge you with this 

defcft. 
What I have faid; what I have 

thought, what I ftill think, is, you 
are nevenhelefs iri Ibve with your Pre- 
fidente: not if you will with a pure 
and tender paffion, but of that kind 
of which you are capable; for exam- 
ple, of that kind which makes you 
difcover in a woman, charms and qua* 
lities (he has not t which ranks her in 
a clafs by herfelf, and (till links you 
to her even while you infult her 
Such, in a word,!as a Sultan has' for 
a favourite Sultana* thar does not pre- 



vent him from often giving the prefe- 
rence to a plain ©dalific. * My com- 
parifon appears to me the 'mote juft, 

i as, 
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a*, like him, you never are the lover 
or friend of a woman, but always her 
tyrant or her Have. And I am very 
certain, you very much humbled and 

F 

debafed yourfelf very much, to get 
into favour again with this fine objeft ! 
Happy in your fuccefs, as foon as you 
think the moment arrived to obtain 



grand event. 



fi 



lart 



for 



with this woman is, becaufe you wiH 
not tell me any thing of your grand 
*ffffls\- they are of fo v much imptir- 



on 



)e£t is to be my puniftiment: and 
after giving me fuch ftrong proofs of 
a decided preference for another, you 
cooly afk me whether we have a mu~ 
tual inter eft! Have a care, Yifcount; 

if I once anfwer you, my anfwerihall 
be irrevocable: and to be in fufpence, 
is perhaps faying too much ; I will 

F 2 there* 
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therefore now fay no more of that 

matter. 

I hare nothing more to fay, but to 
tell you a trifling ftory ; perhaps you 
will not have itifure to read it, or to 
give fo mach attention to it as to un* 
derftand it properly? At worft, it 
will be only a tale thrown away. 

A man of my acquaintance, like 
you, was entangled with a wOmat^ 
who did him vety Jittk credit; he had 
ftnfe enough* at times, to perceive, 
this adventure would hurt him one 
thne or other «*- Although he was 
•efhamed of it* yet he had not the re* 
folution to break off — His embar- 
taffment was greater, as he had fre* 
tjuently boafted to his friends, he was 
intirely at liberty; and was not in- 
ftnfibte, the more he apologifed, the 
more the ridicule incrcafed~- Thus, 
he fpent his time inceffantly in foolery, 
and conftamly faying, it is not my fault* 
This man had a friend, who was one 

time 
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rime very near giving htm up. in his 
frenzy to indelible ridicule : but yer^ 
being more generous than malicious, 
or perhaps from fome other motive, 
fiie refolved, as a laft effort, to try a 
method to be able, at lea ft, with her 
ftiend, to fay, it is not my fault. She 
therefore fent him r without farther ce- 
remony, the following letter, as a re- 
medy for kis difordcr. 



P l 



J 



i 



" One tices of every tbing, my 
** angel ! Ic is a law of nature ; it is 
" not ray fauft- 

" If, then, I am tired of a cwuxp- 
" tioo that has imirely taken rwi ,up 
" four long months* it is not my 
" faufc. 



° If x for example, I had juft as 

" much, love as you. had virtue, aod 
** that's faying a great deal, it is not 
" at all furprifing that on* fhould: end 
* with the other | it is not my fault. 

f $ « u 
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a It follows, then, that for fome 
41 timepaft, I have deceived you* but 
" your unmerciful affeftion in fome 
u meafure forced me to it ! It is not 
" my fault. 

" Now a woman I love to diflrac- 
IC tion, infifts I muft facrifice you : 
** it is not my fault. 

u I am fenfible here is a fine field 



w 



t< 



for reproaches ; but if nature has 
" only granted men constancy, whilft 
it gives obftinacy to women, it is 

not my fault. 

cc Take my advice, chufe another 



" Ibver, as I have another miftrefi 



*i 




" The advice is good ; if you think 
" otherwife, it is not mf fault. 
" Farewel, my angel ! I took you 

* 

"with pleafure, I part you without 
€i regret; perhaps I (hall return to 
<c you ; it is the way of the world ; 

41 it is not my fault." 

This is not the time to tell you, 
Vifcount, the effeft of this laft effort, 

and 
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and its confequences *, but I promife 
ive it you in my next letter; you 
then receive alfo my ultimatum 
on renewing the treaty you propofe. 
Until when, adieu. 

Now I think on it, receive my 
thanks for your particular account of 
the little Volangcsj that article will 
keep till the day after her wedding, 
for the fcandalous gazette* I con- 

r 

dele with you, however, on the lofs 
of your progeny* Good night, Vif- 
count. 

Nov. 24, 17 
Cijtle vf 



h 
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LETTER CXLII. 




Vif count de Valmont to the Marchiomfs 

de MlRTEUIL. 




Don't know, my charming friend* 

whether I have read or undcrftood 
badly your letter, the little tale you 
relate, and the epiftolary model it 
contains — But this I muft lay, the 
lad is an original, and feerns very 
proper to take effeft; therefore I 
only copied it, and lent it without far- 
ther ceremony to the celeftial Prefi- 
dente. I did not lofe a moment, for 
the tender epiftle was difpatched yef- 
terday evening— I chofe to aft fo j for 
firft, I had promifed to write to her*, 
and, moreover, I thought a whole 
night not too much for her to colled: 

herfelf; 
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hcrfelf, and ruminate on this grand 
event, were you even to reproach me 
a fecond time with the expreffion. 
I cxce&ed to have fent yon back 

this morning my well- beloved's an* 
fwer i it is now near twelve, and it is 
not yet come — I ihall wait until 
five ; and if I receive no news by that 
time, I fhall in perfon feek it, for 
every thing muft be done according 
to form, and the difficulty is only in 

this, fir ft ftcp- 
Now you may believe I: am impa* 

ttent to know the end of your ftory 

of that man of your acquaintance, 

who was fo violently fufpe&ed of not 

knowing how to facrifice a woman 

O 

upon occafion — Did he not amend, 
and did not his generous friend for- 
give him ? 

I am no lefs anxious to receive 
your ultimatum as you call it fo poli- 
tically; but lam curious, above all, to 

know if you can perceive any impref- 

F 5 lion 
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fion of love in this laft proceeding ? 
Ab ! doubtlcfs there is, and a good 
deal! Bat for whom? Still I make 

* H- 

no pretentions ; I expert every thing 
from your goodnefs. 

Adieu, charmer 1 I fhall not clofe 
my letter until two, in hope of adding 
the wiflied-for anfwer. 



Two o'clock in the afternoon. 

Nothing yet-~the time flips away \ 
1 can't fpare a moment — but furely 



•efufe 



ties 



4 

P#ris, Nov, 27, 17 
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LETTER CXXVIII. 



The Prefidente <&Tourvel to Ma* 

dame de Eosemonde. 



JL HE veil is rent, Madam, on 

which was painted my illufory hap- 
pincfs-— The fatal truth is cleared, 

that leaves me no profpe<St but an af- 
fured and fpeedy death* and my road 

is traced between fhame and remorfe. 
I will follow it — I will cherifh my 
torments if they willihorten myexif- 
tence — I fend you the letter 1 receiv- 
ed yefterday *, it needs no refledions ; 

it contains them all — This is not a 
time for lamentation — nothing re- 
mains but fufferings — I want not 
pity, I want ftrength. 

Receive, Madame, the only adieu 
I fhall make, and grant my lad re- 

1 F 6 quclt ; 
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queft : leave me to my fate — forget 

me -totally — do not reckon me among 
the living. There is a limit in mifery r 
when even friendfhip augments our 
fuficriogs and cannot cure them 
When wounds are mortal, all relief 
is cruel. Every fentiment but defpair 
is foreign to my foul — nothing can 
now fuit me, but the darknefs where I 
am going to bury my fliame — There 
will I weep crimes, if I yet can weep ; 

for fince ycDerday I have not ftied a 

tear — my withered heart no longer 

furnUhes any. 
Adieu, Madame ! Do not reply to* 

■ 

this — I have taken a folemn oath on 

F 

this letter never to receive another. 



Paris, Nov* 27* 1 7 
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LETTER CXLIV. 



Ft/count dt Valwont to the Marcbh^ 

nefs dt Merteuil. 



ESTERDAY, at three in the *f- 



Y 

ternoon, bring impatient/ roy tevtfjr 
friend, at not having any news, \ pre- 
sented myfdf at the houfe of the fair 

abandoned, and was told ftie was gone 

4 

out. In this reply I couW fee nothing 

more than a refufal to admit me, 
which neither furprifed nor vexed me ; 
I retired, in hope this ftep would in- 
duce fo polifhed a woman to give me 
ah anfwer. The defire I had to re- 
ceive one, made me call home about 

nine, but found nothing, Aftoniflied 

at this filence, which I did not expeft, 

I fent my huntfman on the enquiry 

for information, whether the tender 

fair 



** 
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fair was dead or dying. At my re- 
turn, he informed me, Madame de 
Tourvel had actually gone out at ele- 
ven in the -morning 1 with her waiting 
maid ; that Ihe ordered her carriage 

to the convent of, — ; that at feven 
in the evening (he had fent her car- 
riage and iervants back, fending word 

they fhould qot expeft her hom£. 

This is certainly a&ing with proprie- 
ty. The convent is the only afylum 
for a widow ; and if fhe perQils in fo 
laudable a rcfolution, I (hall add to 
all the obligations I already lay under* 
the celebrity this adventure will now 
have. 

. I told you fometime ago, notwith- 
fUnding your uneafinefs, 1 would 
again appear in the world with more 
brilliant eclat. < Let thofe fevere cri- 
tics now (how therofejves, who ac- 
cufed me of a romantic paffion ; let 
them make a more, expeditious and 
ihining rupture ; ; no, let them do 

more; 
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more; bid them go offer their con fil- 
iations— the road is chalked out for 
them; let them only dare run the ca- 
reer I have gone over entirely, and if 
any one obtains the leaft fuccefs* I 
will yield him up the firft place : but 
they lhall all experience when I am 
in earneft; the impreffion I leave is 
indelible. This one I affirm will be 
fo. I fhould even look on all former 
triumphs as trifles, if I was ever to 
have a favoured rival. 

I own the ftep fhe has taken flatters 
my vanity ; yet I am forry lhe had fo 
much fortitude to feparate from me. 
There will be no obftacle, then, be- 
tween us, but of my own formation. 
If I fhould be inclined to renew our 

■ 

connection, lhe, perhaps, would ne* 
fufe; perhaps not pane for it, not 
think it the fummit of happinefs ! Is 



this love? And do you think, my 
charming friend, I fhould bear it ? 
Could I not, . for example, and would 

it 



w* .S'lNSiiavi 



h nut be better, endeavour to bring- 
tins woman to the point of forefeetng 
a> poffibiiky of a reconciliation, al- 
ways wiibed for while there is hope * 
I couk) try this courfe without any 
confequence, without giving you um- 
brage. It would be only a mere trial 
we would make m concert. Even if 



1 fliould be fucccfsful, it would be 

t 

eitlyan additional means of renewing, 

at your pleafarc r 4 facrifiee which has 
feemed agreeable to you. Now, my 
charming friend, I am yet to receive 
my tcward r and all my vows are for 
your return* Gosae, then, fpeedily 
to your lover, your plea fares, your 



friends,, and die pursuit of adven 



ttares* 

That of the little Volanges has had" 
a furprifing turn* Yefterdayy as roy 
uaeafincfe would nor fbffce me to flay 
long iq a pkcr, in my various excur^ 
flora I called at Madame Yolanges's. 
I found your pupil in the fatoon, in 

the 
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the drapery of a fick pcrfoni. b^ b 
full health, frefhcr,. and more intefeft- 
iog. Some o£ yoa ladies, in fitch a 
cafe would keep yoi# b*d3 for a 
month, . Ob* rare lafles^ Egad, t&* 

one bas give* rjoe a ftrong iqclinatioa 
to know if the cure be complete. 
I had aloooft forgot to tell you, the 

little girl's acctdcoc had like to b«ve 

turned ycair feithmenfi Bwvcerry'k 



brain: at fieft it was, for grief, h*t 

now it ij with joy. flfr Orifaiwtt 

fick. Yott will agree* the brain ttruft 
turn with fttckan&Ufortane., /Vhnce 
times a dajr •did he fend to caqm«e 
about her, and never milled ev<ry day 
going himfirlf j at laft> he wrote a fioe 
epiftk to the mama* beggiag 1 
to go and congratulate her on the ie* 
cover y b£ fix dear aa obje& j Madame 
de Vobagtt aflented ; fa that i found 
the young mart eftaUkfhed as hereto^ 
fore, only not quite fo familiar. This. 

narrative I had horn himfelf; foe I 

came 
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came out with him, and made him 
prate. You can't conceive what an 
effeft this vifit had on him ; his joy, 
his wiihes,' his tranfports are inex- 

preffihle. As I -am fond of grand 
emotions; I finilhed -him, by telling 

him, in a few days I hoped to place 
him much nearer his fair one. 

I am determined to give her up to 
him aifoon as I have made my trial. 
I will devote myfelf intirely to you) 
moreover, I don't fee it would be 

worth while your pupil fhould be my 
fcholar, if (he had only a hufband to 
deceive; The chef d'emrt is to dc~ 
ceive the lover ! and the firft lover 
too ! For 1 can't reproach myfelf with 
even having pronounced the word 
love. 
Adieu, my lovely friend! Return 






uifoon as poflible to rcfume your em- 
pire over ine, to receive my homage, 
and give me my reward, 
i Paris, Nsvi \i 8, -17 

■.in.:-.- LET- 
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LETTER CXLV. 



the Marcbionefs de Merteuil to 'tfo 



Vifcount de Valmont. 



N 



QW fcrioufly, Vifcount, have you 



left the Prefidcntc ? Did you fend her 
the letter I wrote you for /her ? You 
are a charming fellow, indited, and; 

have furpaffed my expectations-! . I; 
muft own, this triumph flattery me 
more than ail thole I ever obtained* . 

You will thick, perhaps, I cftimate 
this worn in very highly, who I dc* ? 
predated very lately ; not in the kaft : 

but it is not over her this advantage 



is gained} it is over you ; there lies 
the jeft, and it is really delightful. 

Yes, Vifcount, you loved Madame 
de Tourvel much, and you fttl! lore 
her } you love her to di draft ion : but 

becaufc 



i 
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bccaufe I made you afliamed, by way 
of amufement, you nobly facrifice^ 
her. You would have facrificed * 
thoufand women rather than be laugh* 
ed at. To what length* will not va- 
nity lead us ! The wife man was right 
when he fold it was the foe to happi- 
nefs. 
What would become of you now r 



if it had been only a trick 1 put upon 
you? Bat I am incapable of deceit, 
and you know it well * and frouki 
you even in my turn reduce me to 

fcfpair and a convent^ I will rifk k; 



and furrendtr to my conqueror. Still, 
if I da capitulate, upon idjp word it is 
from nwcfrailty j. for were I inclined, 
hoar maay cavils could I not ftart* 
and, perhaps^ you would de&rve them t 

; I admire* for* example* wish ho«* 
much, addrefe, or awkwardncfc rather, 



you footb'tngly propofe I fliould let 



yoin renew with poip Picfidente.. It 

would be very convenient, would fe 

not I 
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not ? to take <tU the mtrk of this rap- 
ture wkhottc lofmg the plcalftrrc of cd- 
joyraem ! Aad then this proffered fe~ 
♦crific^ which *would do longer be one 
to you, ts offered <o be renewt&d ««$r 
pkaforel By this arrangement, the 
celeftial devotee would always -think 
Jttrielf -the Dnly choice of your heart, 
whilft i Jhould wrap flsyfelf *p in ttoe 

pride of being the preferred rival*; 
we fhould bdth be deceived; yoti 
would be (atisfied : aii the ireft is of 

<no coofequence. 

It is much to be lamented, that 
with fuch extraordinary talents for 
-projeds, yoti have (o ftw for execu- 
tion *, and that by One inconfidcratt 



ftep* you put an infurmouatoble 



_i_ 



ftacie to whit yoju fo tmuch wilhel 

What! you bad, then, an idea «f 
renewing your oohncftion* and ytt 
you copied my letter 1 You in eft,; tbeis 
have thought roe awkward 

ieve me, Vifcoiiofc, when m rironrah 

2 ftrikes 
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- ftrikes at the heart of another, {he fcl- 
-dom miffes her blow, and the wound 
is incurable. When I ftruck this one, 
or rather dire&ed the blow, I did not 
forget ihe was my rival, that you had 
for a moment preferred her to me, 
placed me beneath her. If I am de- 
ceived in my revenge, I confent to 
bear the blame ; therefore, I agree 
you may attempt every means ; even 
I invite you to it, and promife you I 
ft all not be angry at your fuccefs. I 

am (6 eafy on this matter, I {hall fay 
no more of it : let us talk of fomething 

elfe. 

As to the health of the little Vo- 
langes, you will be able to give me 
Tome pofitive news at my return. I 
fhall be glad to have fome. After 

that, you will be the beft judge whe- 
ther it will be moftsonvenient to give 
the little girl up to her lover, or en- 
deavour to be the founder of a new 
branch of the Valmonts, under the 

name 
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name of Gcrcourt. This idea pleafes 
•me much : but in leaving the choice 
to yourfelf, I muft yet require you 
will not come to a definitive refolu- 
tion until we talk the matter over. 
Ic is not putting you off for a long 
time, for 1 (hall be in Paris imme- 
diately. I can't pofitively fay the day j 

but be afluftd, a* foon as I arrive, 
you Jhall be the firft informed of it. 

Adieu, Vifcount ! notwithftanding 
my quarrels, my mifchievoufnefs, and 
my reproaches, I always love you 
much, and am preparing to prove if. 
Adieu, till our next; meeting. 



•i— ■ 



Gtftte of 

Nov. 2$, 17 
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LETTER CXLVI. 
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I 



£fc Mancbhpefi de M&xteihjl /? Afe 

CbwaHerDAXtQWY* 



h 

AT laft i fct out, my firing friend j 
to*ittorfowcwm% I ftati be in Ft* 
its. The Jranry always attending a 
removal wfH prevent me from feeing 
any one* Yet if you ibould have any 
.preffiffg confidential bufinefe to im- 



part, I fball except you fr«n the ge- 
neral rule : but I except ybu 4lone ; 
therefore requefl my arrival may be a 
fecret. I fhall not even infotm Val- 
mon t of it. - 

Whoever would have told me, 
fometime ago, you would have my 
exclufive confidence, I would not 
have believed them : but your's drew 

oil mine. I ihould be inclined to 

think 
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think you had made ufe of fomc ad- 
drefs, oty perhaps, fedu&ion. That 
would be wrong, indeed ! however, 

it would not at pitfent be very dan- 
gerous; yoo have other bufincfs in 
hand. When the heroine is on the 
ftage, we feldom take notice of the 

confidant. 

And, indeed, you have not had 
time to impart your late fuccefs to 
me. When your Cecilia was abfent, 
the days were too fhort to liften to 
your plaintive ftrains. You would 
have told them to the echo, if I had 
not been ready to hear them* Since, 
when (he was ill, you evin honour* 
ed me with a recital of your trou- 
bles; you wanted fome one to tell 
them to: but now your love is in 
Paris, that fhe is quite recovered, and 
you fometimes fee her, your friend! 
are quite negle&ed. 

I do not blame you in the lead, it 
is a fault of youth ; for it is a received 

Vol. IV. G truth, 
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truth, that from Alcibiades down to 
you, young people are unacquainted 
with friendfhip but in adverfity. Hap- 
pinefs fomctimes makes them indis- 
creet, but never prefumptuous. I 
will fay, with Socrates, / like my 
friends to come to me when they are un- 
happy : but, as a philofopher, he did 
very well without them if they did 
not come. I am not quite fo wife*as 
he, for I felt your filence with all the 
weaknefs of a woman. 

However, do not think me too ex* 
a&ing ; far from it. The fame fentu 
ment that leads me to obfcrve thofe 
privations, makes me bear them with 
fortitude, when they are proofs, or 
the caufe of the happinefs of my 
friends. I (hall, therefore, not de- 
pend on you for to-morrow evening, 
only as far as is confident with love 
and want of occupation ; and I pofi- 
tively forbid you to make me the lead 



Sacrifice, 



Adicf, 
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Adieu, Chevalier ! it will be an ab- 
folute'regalc to fee you again — will 
you come? 

Cafile of 

Nov. t% 17 



LETTER CXLVIL 



Madame de Volanges to Madame de 

ROSEMONDE* 



& 



XOU will mod affuredly be as 
much afflifted, my dear friend, as I 
am, when I acquaint you with Ma- 
dame de Tourvers ftate ; ftie has been 
indifpofed fmce yefterday : fhe was 
taken fo fuddlnly, and her diforder is 
of fuch an alarming nature, that I atn 
really frightened about it. 
A burning feVer, an almoft con- 



it delirium, a perpetual 

fymptoms. The phy- 
G 2 " ficians 



ficiamfay, they cannot as- yet form 
their prognostics } and their endea- 
vours are fruflrated, as the patient 
obftinately refufcs every kind of re- 
medy : infomuch, that they were 
obliged to ufe force to bleed her; 
and were twice fince forced to ufe the 
fame method, to tie up the bandages, 
which Ihe tore off in her fits. 

You and I, who have feen her, fo 
weak, fo timid, fo mild, could hard- 
ly conceive that four perfons fcarcely 
could hold her ; and *>n the lead re- 
monftrance fhe flies out in the great- 
eft rage imaginable : for my part, I 
fear it is fomething worfe than a ra- 
ving, and borders on downright mad- 
nefff. 

And what happened the day before 
yefterday adds to my fears. 

On that day (he came- about eleven 
icr the morning tor the convent of 



with her wailing maidi Aa Ihe was 
educated in that- fcoufe, rod occafion- 

ally 
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ally came to vifit there, .fhe wasr re- 
ceived as afoal, and appeared to every 
one in good heal eh and very quiet. 



Jn about two hours after fhe afced, 

- 

whotber the room flic had, whilft flie 
was a penfioner, was vacant ? and 
being anfwered in the affirmative, fhe 
begged Itavc ft) fee it ; the priorefs 
and fo»e of the nons accompanied 



Jher. She then declared ihe came 
back ,t* &uk m this roeaa, which, 

kid Ac» I Oug^t ocver to hare quit- 
ted,; adding. Ac would not depart 

fttxra ' it until Math : that was her ex- 
preffion, 
At i&lft, tHcy fared at each other : 



but (the firft fsrprife befog <wer, they 



remonftrated* that, as a married wo- 
man, die could not be received with- 
out a ipetiat pcn&Hfion. That, and 
a thoufjud *>ther arguments were uo- 

r 

available * and fcom that moment fhe 
was obftinate, not only to remain in 

die, convent, .but even not to ftir from 

G 3 the 
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the room. At length, being tired out, 
they confented, at feven in the even- 
ing, fhe fhould remain there that night. 

Her carnage and fervants were fent 
home, and they adjourned until the 
next day, 

I have been aflured, during the 
whole night her appearance and de- 
portment did not exhibit the leaft 
wandering fymptom j on the contra- 
ry, (he Teemed compofcd and delibe- 
rate ; only felt into a profound reverie 
four or five times, which converfa- 
tion could not remove * and evwy 
time before fhe recovered from it, Ihe 
teemed forcibly to fqueeze her fare- 
head with both hands • on which one 
of the nuns aflced her if (he had a 
pain in her head ; ihe fixed her eyes 
on her fometime before (he replied, 
and faid, " My (Jiforder is not there." 
Immediately after (he begged to be 

left alone/ and alio, that in future 

they 
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they (bould not put any queftions to 
her. 

Every one retired except her wait- 
ing maid) who was fortunately obliged 
to fleep in the fame chamber. 

According to the girl's account, her 
miftrefs was pretty quiet until about 
eleven at night; then (he faid (he 
would go to bed : but before (he was 
quite undrefled, (he walked to and 
fro in her rooto with much adron and 
gefture. Julie, who was prefent at 
every thing that pafled during the 
day, did not dare fay a word, and 
filently waited near an hour* Ar 
length, Madame de Tourvel called 
her twice on a fudden ; (he had fcarce 
time to reach her, when ber miftrefs 
dropped in her arms, faying, " I cart 
" hold out no longer." She fuffefed 
her to lead her to her bed* but would 
not take any thing, nor allow her td 
call for a$ftance. She ordered 4ier 

G 4 wily 
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only to leave her fome water, and go. 
to bed. 

The girl avers, flje did not go to 
deep till two in. tlie morning, and 
heard neither disturbance nor com- 
plaint. At five (He was awoke by 
her miftrefs, who fpofce in a ftrong 
loud tone. She aflced, if (he wanted 
any thing ; but receiving no aofwer, 

Jfoe went to Madame de TourvelV 
bedfide with a Ugttf, who did oot 
know her ; but breaking off .her in? 
coherent difcourfe, exclaimed violent- 
ly, " Leave eie alone ! Let me be lefc 
<* in darknefe \ It is dirknefs alone 
" fuifs me !" J remarked yefterday, 
(he often repeated tbofc expreffions. 

At laft, Julie took this opportunity 
to go out and call for affiftance, which 

Madame de Tourvel refuted with the 
greateft fury and madaefs. Theie fits 

lave often returned fince. 

The diftrefs the whole convent was 
thrown in, induced the Friorefs to 

fend 
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fend for me yeftesday morning at li- 
ven, when it was not yet da?. I weRt 
immediately. When I was announced 
to Madame cte Tourvel, fhe feemed 
to xjome to irerfcif, and laid, " Ah ! 
* ye», let l»r come in." She € 
her eyes on me when I carae new her 
fced, and feizmg my hand fiiddenly r 
<he ftjueezed it, fayiag, in a ftrong, 
melancholy tone, ** I die for not hav- 
rt ing taken your advice ;" and im- 
mediately covering her eyes, Ihe re- 
fomed her delirium <of '* Leave me 
••alone,* &c. and M ali reafoa^ 

Thofe difcoorfes, and forne others 
that fell from her in her delirmno,, 

* 

make me apprehend this dreadful dis- 
order has ftill a more cruel caufe i 
but let us refpedt the fecrets of our 
friend, and pity her misfortune. 

All yefterday was equally ftormy, 
either fits of frightful delirioufnefs, 
or lethargic faintnefs, the only time 
when flie takes or gives any reft. I 

G 5 did 
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did not leave her bed's head until 

nine at night, and am going again 
this morning for the day. 

I will not certainly abandon our 
unhappy friend : but her obftinacy m 
refufing all help and affiftance is very 
diftreffing. 

I inclofe you the journal of laft 
night, which I have juft received, and 
which, as you will fee, brings but lit* 
tie confolatvon. I will take care to 
lend them you regularly. 

Adieu, my worthy friend! I am 
going to vifit our poor friend. My 
daughter, who is perfe&ly recovered, 
prefents her compliments to you. 

Paris, Nov. 29, 17 
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